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THE FUTURE OF GREATER LONDON 


N October 26, 1945, the Minister of Town and 

Country Planning convened a conference of the 
County Councils and Joint Planning Committees in the 
Greater London Region, when it was agreed to establish 
an Advisory Committee under an mdependent chairman 
nominated by the Minister. This Committee undertook 
the task of examining the outline plan prepared by Sir 
Patrick Abercrombie in order to submit to the Minister 
any modifications and additions that they might consider 
desirable after a closer study of local requirements. 
On December 12 it was decided ta form a Technical 
Sub-Committee composed of representative officers from 
each body to prepare a report. This report, after its 
unanimous adoption by the parent Committee, is now 
before us and is reviewed in this issue (pp. 614-5). 

The Sub-Committee found it vital to its work to 
consider the views of the Inter-Departmental Committee 
on the plan and also to study those of the Ministry of 
Transport and other interested bodies ; it divided itself 
into five groups dealing with (a) Decentralisation of 
Population and Industry ; (b) Redistribution of Popula- 
tion and Industry; (c) Communications; (d) Open 
Spaces ; (e) Public Services. The conclusions on these 
subjects were then co-ordinated and embodied in the 
report, which was completed on July 8, 1946. It has 
not so far been accepted in its entirety by the Minister, as 
he is not satisfied that it is in conformity with his pro- 
gramme, more especially as regards the proposals for 
the redistribution of the population. 

The Ministry desires to adhere more closely to the 
original plan, while the Committee takes the view that 
local conditions justify substantial departures from this 
and that the advantages claimed for it can in the main 
be secured by less drastic interferences with existing 
conditions and, therefore, more economically. But 
little enthusiasm is expressed for the proposals for new 
satellite towns, only four of these being agreed on, 
and as the report was submitted before the recent in- 
quiries exposed the weaknesses of the manner adopted 
for the establishment of these it is clearly based on the 
question as to whether their purpose cannot be fulfilled by 
other methods. 

The principles justifying the formation of the satellite 
towns are well recognised as sound ones, but the judg- 
ment and skill required in locating them do not seem 
to be equally appreciated. The reports in the public 
Press certainly suggest that selections have been 
made with a reckless disregard of established organisa- 
tions and interests and with but little attempt to mini- 
mise the hardships to individuals, whether economic or 
social. The chief mistake seems to have been the 
selection of positions including a town or group already 
operating on an organised basis and an inadequate 
comprehension of what this basis involved This was 
not the course adopted in the case of- Letchworth and 
only to a very limited extent in that of Welwyn. 





Another difficulty has arisen owing to the steps towards 
acquisition taken without a completed policy founded 
on recommendations already made to the Government 
in the Uthwatt and other reports, so that manifest 
cases of injustice cannot be avoided, and the present 
position is discrediting the programme as a whole. 
The intentions of the Abercrombie report were excellent 
and with possible modifications in detail might have 
been of great service, but what has happened since has 
been rather discouraging. 

Returning to the work of the Committee, we find that 
its opinion was that’ a larger proportion of the re- 
distributed population than previously proposed could 
be accommodated in the green belt, without encroaching 
on the valuable open space, by extensions of the towns 
and villages there in relatively small areas immediately 
surrounding them to a somewhat greater extent than 
was indicated in the original plan. The balance of 
the number required to be redistributed is, it is sug- 
gested, best provided for by similar judiciously planned 
extensions of the towns and other centres in the outer 
zone, plus the four agreed satellite towns. In some 
cases the estimates of the Abercrombie plan are accepted, 
in others those of the Inter-Departmental Committee, 
while in the remainder it was felt that an increase over 
previous estimates would be permissible, except in a 
few cases where the figure has been reduced. All 
these estimates of population are the result of local 
studies of conditions and are based on the assumption 
that sound town and country planning principles will 
be applied. 

It is obvious that the course of procedure visualised is 
quite different from that at present being adopted in 
the case of the satellite towns inquiries, and that the 
first consideration is as far as possible a studied pro- 
gramme of development based on existing activities. 
This does not mean that no new industries are to be 
introduced, but it is emphasised that they should be 
related to the general organisation and to the labour 
pool likely to be available. 


The section of the report relating to the development 
of the system of roads advocates a reduction in the 
“one purpose ”’ fast traffic routes, but it is pointed out 
that if any such route is decided on within the London 
County area it would be desirable that the main radials 
of this type agreed upon should be carried inward to 
connect with this, instead of with one of the outer ring 
roads as at present indicated. 

The weight of knowledge and experience behind this 
report justifies the hope that the Government: will give 
it the most meticulous consideration and will embody 
as much of it as practicable in the scheme when this 
reaches its final form, as it appears to offer proposals 
that would materially facilitate a more — rate 
of progress. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


The Royal Gold Medal, 1947. 

At a meeting of the R.I.B.A. held on 
Tuesday, Mr. L. H. Keay, President, 
announced that the name of Professor 
Albert Edward Richardson, R.A., F.S.A., 
F.R.1.B.A., had been submitted to the 
King as recipient of the Royal Gold 
Medal for 1947. 

The Building Exhibition Again ! 

Tue International Building Trades 
Exhibition opens at Olympia on November 
19 next. To regulations-ridden -builders 
(and architects, too) this news will be as 
cheering as the cry ‘‘ Land-ho!”’ to be- 
calmed seamen, as meaning that action lies 
ahead. Equally cheering is it to know 
that the Exhibition will, as usual, be 
under the control of Mr. H. Greville Mont- 
gomery, who tells us that, besides new 
firms, the great majority of his old exhibi- 
tors are coming back and that these—true 
to tradition and contrary to the rational- 
ists who dislike informal arrangements 
and would wish to group exhibitors by 
classes—are all asking for their usual posi- 
tions. This is good news, indeed, and 
shows that at any rate something has been 
rescued from the war! 

His many friends in the architectural 
profession and the building trades will be 
glad to know that “‘ H. G.,’’ at 82, is as 
fit and businesslike as ever. Associated 
with him in the management is his son, 
Colonel Hugh R. G. Montgomery, M.C., 
while Chairman of the Exhibition will be 
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Mr. L. H. Keay, 0.B.E., P.R.I.B.A. The 
Exhibition is well-timed, .for by next 
autumn we shall hope to see the priority 
housing drive completed and a start made 
on other categories of building work— 
educational, municipal and other develop- 
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View trom N. Transept looking South. 


From a 


photograph by Mr. Herbert Felton on exhibition at the Ilford Galleries. 
(See Note.) 
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ments which are essential if the building 
industry is to regain equilibrium. We con- 
gratulate the Exhibition authorities on 
their timely decision to reopen, and look 
forward to the first full-scale display of 
the enormous progress made in building 
plant and materials in the eight years 
since Olympia last opened its doors to 
receive the building trade. The Exhibi- 
tion offices are at 4, Vernon-place, South- 
ampton-row, W.C.1 

Roosevelt Memorial Model Approved. 

Ar a meeting om December 5 of the 
members of the Franklin Roosevelt Mem- 
orial Committee in the Speaker’s Library 
in the House of Commons, the committee 
considered the various objections that had 
been made to the standing model. It was 
pointed out that the model, of which a 
photograph had appeared in print and 
which had been criticised, was a sketch 
model made to indicate that the sculptor 
would depict the President in a standing 
pose representing his triumph over the 
malady from which he suffered. From an 
artistic point of view it had also received 
the necessary approval of the Royal Fine 
Art Commission, who have to consider 
the whole treatment of the new Grosvenor- 
square. ‘‘'The actual model which is now 
in the sculptor’s studio,’ states the com- 
mittee, ‘‘is a striking likeness of the 
President and has the approval of Mr. 
Winant, the former American Ambas- 
sador, who saw it in London last week, 
and as American Ambassador was con- 
sulted by the sculptor before he com- 
menced his responsible task.” 

The model and a drawing of the layout 
were illustrated in our issue for November 
22. 

Christmas Lectures for Children. 

Tue Royal Institute of British Archi- 
tects is once again resuming its pre-war 
practice of arranging informal lectures for 
boys and girls during the Christmas holi- 
days. Mr. G. A. Jellicoe, F.R.I.B.A., will 
give the talks, and the subject chosen is : 
“Architecture : What it means; how it 
affects you at home, at school, at play.” 

The series compares the works of man 
with those of nature, such as the sea-shell 
or the spider’s web, and explains how the 
quality of architecture is the prerogative 
of man alone. The way in which science 
gives rise to new structural forms is dis- 
cussed, a comparison being made between 
modern and traditional building methods. 
But architecture has a greater story to tell 
than that of scientific achievement only, 


,and how this story may be read and 


understood and become a source of daily 
pleasure is the theme of all three lectures. 
The lectures will be given at the R.I.B.A. 
headquarters, 66, Portland-place, W.1, on 
the following dates : Monday, December 
30; Wednesday, January 1; and Friday, 
January 3—all at 3 p.m. 

. Tickets for all or any of the lectures 
may be obtained on application to the 
Secretary, R.I.B.A., 66, Portland-place, 
W.1. The tickets are free: 


R.1.B.A. Assistant Secretary. 

Tue Council of the R.I.B.A. have 
appointed Mr. William Robert Francis 
Ellis, O.B.E., T.D., M.A., to the post of 
Assistant Secretary, R.I.B.A. Born in 
1906, Mr. Ellis was educated at Chelten- 
ham College, where he won an Exhibition 
in Classics to Cambridge University, and, 
changing to science, obtained a Natural 
Science Tripos in 1928. 

After 11 years as a master at Downside 
School, he joined the Army, and after the 
Tunisian campaign was selected for the 
planning staff for the Sicilian landing. 
From May to September, 1945, Mr. Ellis 
was seconded to the Education Branch, « 
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MR. R. E. STENNING, who has been 
appointed Secretary of the London 
Master Builders’ Association. (See Note.) 


Allied Commission for Austria. After 
demobilisation he was appointed to a post 
in the Lord Chancellor’s office, deputis- 
ing as Establishment Officer for the 
Supreme Court until February, 1946, when 
he became Assistant Secretary of 
Commissions. 


Paintless London. 

Arts do not flourish under controls, and 
ouilding trade after-dinner speeches of 
recent years have suffered, unlike beer, 
from too much body and not enough 
froth. Sir Alan Herbert struck a lighter 
and most welcome tone at the annual 
dinner of the National Federation of Asso- 
ciated Paint, Colour and Varnish Manu- 
¢acturers when he proposed the toast of 
the Association in verse. Space does not 
permit a full quotation, but the following 
verses will strike a responsive echo in 
many hearts :— 

There should be much more colour in this isle : 
The streets should glitter and the houses smile. 
Look at oid London, drabber every day; 

How you could serve her if you had your way. 
To what a queer new era have ‘we come 

When half the West End glowers like a slum; 
When neighbours look with jealousy and more 
At anyone who paints his own front door. 
Men are denounced who make their houses gay— 
Or even try to keep dry rot away. : 
Hang out more flags, and paint the taxis bright. 
Let there be colour, if we can’t have light. 
Alas, the answer, in the present storms, 

Is fewer licences, and bigger forms: 

And you'll remain, for many years, perhaps, 
Frustrated greyhounds, ye:ping in the traps. . , 
Photographs of English Cathedrals. 

Mr. JouN Scmmerson, F.S.A., 
A.R.I.B.A., opened this week at the 
Ilford Gallery, High Holborn, W.C., an 
exhibition of large photographs of English 
Cathedrals, the work of Mr. Herbert 
Felton, F.R.P.S. Some thirty-nine prints 
are shown. The viewpoints selected and 
high technical skill have resulted in 
many dramatic and striking effects. <A 
few may be mentioned at random : No. 4, 
Canterbury Cathedral, Nave looking East ; 
No. 14, Exeter, the Crossing, looking 
North (fourteenth-century work with 
seventeenth-century organ on the screen) ; 
No. 16, Lichfield, the Choir, with four- 
teenth-century vault and orveeaos: No. 
23, Hereford, the Crossing, looking 
South, with one of the Norman piers on 
right; No. 27, Hereford, South Aisle, 
looking East across the Norman transept ; 
and there is, of course, that famous ex- 
ample, Henry VII’s Chapel, Westminster 


Abbey. 
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One cannot fail to be impressed by the 
atmosphere of sanctity of the great Cathe- 
a, which many of our modern churches 
ack. 

Mr. Felton is to be congratulated on the 
high standard of his work, both interior 
and exterior. 


British Industries Fair, 1947. 

Tue President of the Board of Trade has 
set up a panel of architects to co-ordinate 
general layout, and to approve and pre- 
pare stands designs in the London Section 
of the British Industries Fair, to be held 
at Olympia and Earl’s Court in May, 1947. 
For Earl's Court, Mr. Joseph Emberton, 
F.R.I.B.A., will be the convener, with 
Mr. Maxwell Fry, F.R.I.B.A., and Mr. 
Christopher Nicholson, M.A., F.R.I.B.A., 
as consultants. For Olympia, Mr. Basil 


- Spence, A.R.I.B.A., will be the convener, 


with Mr. R. Y. Goodden, A.R.I.B.A., and 
Mr. F. R. S. Yorke, F.R.1I.B.A., as 
consultants. 


War Damage Act: Cost of Works. 

WE report in this issue an appeal heard 
before Mr. Justice Vaisey in the Chancery 
Division from a determination of the War 
Damage Commission with respect to 36, 
38, 40, and 42, Jamaica-street, Stepney. 
The judge held that upon a proper inter- 
pretation of the Act the War Damage 
Commission were not entitled to reduce 
the amount of a cost of works payment 
below the actual costs of reinstatement 
on the ground that the building damaged 
was in a defective state of repair at the 
time when the war damage occurred. The 
judge stated that the matter was, in his 
judgment, one well meriting review by 
higher courts, and possibly (if his decision 
was right) calling for some amending legis- 
lation, retrospective or otherwise. 

Builders would clearly be well advised 
to refrain from agreeing final settlements 
of claims coming within the bounds of this 
case. 
R.A.F. Furnishing Exhibition. 

Wir the object of showing the _post- 
war standard of accommodation and fur- 
nishing in airmen’s married quarters the 
Air Ministry has arranged an exhibition, 
which by courtesy of the Bristol Aero- 
plane Co., Ltd., is being held in the com- 
pany’s showrooms at 69, Piccadilly, W. 
The exhibition was opened by Mr. P 
Noel-Baker, M.P., the Secretary of State 
for Air, on Tuesday, December 3. 

In 1939 the R.A.F. had 6,556 married 
quarters. A further 1,300, now under- 
going reconstruction, will shortly be in 
use. In addition, contracts have been 


placed for’a further 52Q,airmen’s married . 


quarters, and tenders have been accepted 
or invited for another 260. Much thought 
has been given to the furnishing of these 


COMING EVENTS 


Thursday, January 9. 

INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS. Profes- 
sor R. H. Evans, D.Sc., Ph.D., M.I.C.E., on 
“ Extensibility and Modulus of Rupture of Con- 
crete.” 11, Upper Belgrave-street, London, 
8.W.1. 6 p.m. 





Monday, January 13. 

INCORPORATED ASSOCIATION OF ARCHITECTS’ AND 
Surveyors’ EXHIBITION, “Science Applied to 
Modern Building Construction.” Caxton Hall, 
Westminster. 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily until 
January 18. 

Tuesday, January 14. 
_ Tue InstiTuTION_ OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS, 
Scortiso Centre, Mr. W. Fennell on_ “‘ Funda- 
mental Legislation for Electricity Supply to 
Consumers.” Royal Technical_College, George- 
street, Glasgow. 6.15 p.m. 

Thursday, January 23. 

INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS, Mr. 
E. H. Neward, B.Sc., on “ The Stress Grading 
of Timber and_ Its Influence on Structural 
pees.” 11, Upper Belgrave-street, S.W.1. 

p.m. 
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married quarters, and the model rooms 
shown in the exhibition are the living- 
room, the kitchen, with dining recess, and 
the principal bedroom. All the furniture 
is in light oak. 

Of interest in the exhibition are a num- 
ber of photographs and architect’s draw- 
ings, showing the cubicles for single air- 
men and for , Rhee men in a newly designed 
quarter which will replace the old type of 
barrack block. 


Mr. W. J. Rudderham Retires. 

Arter 40 years’ of service with the 
London Master Builders’ Association, Mr. 
W. J. Rudderham retired on December 1 
from his position as Secretary, a post 
which he has held for the past 27 years. 
It will be recalled that on the occasion of 
his 25th anniversary as Secretary a lun- 
cheon was given in Mr. Rudderham’s 
honour, when a presentation was made to 
him and warm tributes were paid to his 
work for the Association by the then 
President and by fourteen of the Past 
Presidents with whom he had served. He 
and Mrs. Rudderham will be spending 
their retirement in their home in Dorset. 
At the November meeting of the Council 
of the L.M.B.A., the President, Mr. E. W. 
Garrett, paid warm tribute to Mr. Rud- 
derham for his long and .loyal service to 
the Association. 

Mr. Rudderham is succeeded by Mr. R. 
E. Stenning. The new Secretary is 38 
years of age. He was educated at Epsom 
College and Clare College, and is a B.A. 
(Hons.) of Cambridge University. After 
taking his Law Tripos, Part IT, and the 
Law Society’s final examination he was 
admitted a solicitor in 1933 and practised 
for some years with his father in Lincoln’s 
Inn Fields and at Leatherhead, Surrey. 
He later decided to take up administrative 
work, and, following a successful career 
in the National Fire Service, he was ap- 
pointed Secretary of the N.F.S. Staff Col- 
lege at Saltdean. 


Stevenage Development Corporation. 

Tue Minister of Town and Country 
Planning has made an Order establishing 
a development corporation to build the 
new town at Stevenage. It is the first tc 
be set up under the New Towns Act, 1946, 
and the members are: Mr. Clough Wil- 
liams-Ellis, F.R.I.B.A. (chairman), Dr. 
Monica Felton (vice-chairman), Mr. J. D. 
Campbell Allen, Mr. Hinley Atkinson, 
Councillor Frank Corbett, Alderman W. J. 
Grimshaw, Councillor P. T. Ireton, and 
Mrs. Elizabeth McAllister. 


Professional Announcements. 


Mr. D. M. Mickietawaite, B.A., Oxon, 
A.R.LB.A., registered and chartered architect, 
has removed from 39, Welbeck-street, London, 
W.1, to 3, Staverton-road, Oxford. 


Mr. Frank Horsratt, A.I.Q.S., and Mr. ALBERT 
E. Hussert, A.1.Q.S., have entered into partner- 
ship as quantity surveyors under the title of F. 
Horsfall and Partners. The practice will be 
carried on at the offices of Mr. F. Horsfall at 4, 
Hillside-road, Streatham Hill, S8.W.2 (Tel.: 
Tulse Hill 3235). Trade catalogues will be 
appreciated. 


From The Builder of 1846 
Saturday, December 12, 1846. 

Duty or EMPLOYER AND Empiovep.—Sir, 
I should much like to see in your construc- 
tive paper the medium of inculcating a 
closer connection between the two classes, 
employers and employed, of our metrc- 
polis. . . . Every principal ought to take 
all possible pains to become acquainted 
with the conditions of all under him... . 
One good effect would be to check the 
awful amount of swearing now commonly 
practised by the lower classes, and, I am 
sorry to say, not entirely confined to them. 
—VERITAS, 
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LONDON REGIONAL PLANNING 


WHE report of the sub-committee of the 
Advisory Committee for London 
Regional Planning has been adopted by 
the latter and has now been issued.* It 
is submitted as an appropriate general 
framework for the co-ordination and de- 
velopment of the component districts, 
leaving such matters as the precise 
boundaries of zones and the alignments of 
roads to be determined by careful exam- 
ination and survey in the particular 
localities and to be settled by the Local 
Planning Authorities, thus leaving some 
measure of elasticity. 





* Advisory Committee for London Regional 
Planning to the Ministry of Town and Country 


The Greater London Plan prepared by 
Sir Patrick Abercrombie has been treated 
as being, in its main outline, generally 
acceptable but suggested amendments are 
based on two main standpoints, namely, 
are they necessary in the light of existing 
circumstances; if not, would they consti- 
tute improvements of the plan? Recom- 
mendations involving substantial modifica- 
tions have been made only when it was 
considered that there were good grounds 
for so doing. 


In dealing with the four rings into 
which the region is divided it is pointed 
out that the Jnner Urban Ring includes 
many areas which by reason of war dam- 
age, overcrowding, obsolete dwellings and 
lack of open space, require replanning. 





Planning. H.M, Stationery Office, 1946, 2s. 6d. 
net. 
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Upon the basis of 100 or 75 persons to, the 
acre as maximum net densities it is not 
regarded as practicable to accommodate 
the present population here and it is esti- 
mated that the transfer of 415,000 people 
outwards will be necessary. 7'he Suburban 
Ring is, it is considered, built up to the 
limit prescribed by tolerable conditions 
and with regard to population and indus- 
try, should be regarded as static, though 
some regrouping on the community 
principle is needed. An average density 
not exceeding 50 to the acre is ‘advised. 
In considering The Green Belt extending 
to an average width of five miles outside 
the suburban zone it is pointed out that 
while this is still largely open country, it 
includes several established centres of 
population and some small increases to 
existing towns in this area, designed to 
create communities of reasonable size, 
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should be allowed. While it is not inten- 
ded that all, or even a large part of this 
area, should be acquired by the local 
authorities, it affords a good opportunity 
for the provision of playing fields, recrea- 
tion centres, and other open spaces. ‘T'he 
Outer Country Ring is therefore the area 
mainly destined to receive additional occu- 
pation and the tendency in this direction 
1s already indicated by the fact that while 
during the war the population of London 
County and City diminished by nearly a 
million the rest of fhe region increased its 
population by about 214,000. 

It is assumed that the total population 
of Greater London should not expand 
much beyond the 1938 figure of 10,324,002 
and on this basis about one and a quarter 
millions will be mainly transferred from 


the centre and two inner zones to the - 


outer one, the third or green belt receiving 
only a slight addition to its population. It 
cannot, however, be accepted that the 
war-time exodus resulting in diminished 
population would be permanent unless 
steps are taken to encourage decentralisa- 
tion. “The report recommends that redis- 
tribution should be encouraged by the 
judicious expansion of the present towns 
in the outer zone to a much greater extent. 
than the 1944 plan proposed. These ex- 
tensions would thus be integrated to exist- 
ing centres and planned to form reason- 
ably balanced communities. This is re- 
garded as preferable to the foundation of 
new satellite towns and only four out of 
the ten proposed are accepted, namely 
Chipping Ongar, Harlow, Laindon and 
Pitsea in Essex and Stevenage in Hert- 
fordshire. It is pointed out that in other 
cases the new town differs from the ex- 
pansion of an existing one only in the 
methods adopted. 

It is found that some local authorities 
have failed to recognise that the problem 
is not to provide places for an indefinite 
number of people, but to deal with a 
fixed number and to redistribute a pro- 
portion of these in a manner that may 
give reasonably stable results as to the 
size of the communities and their func- 
tions. The tendency to»suggest such in- 
creases as would in the aggregate amount 
to a much increased population is very 
marked in the representations from the 
Constituent Authorities and the need to 
maintain a balanced view of the region as 
a whole and to consider the population 
which each place is capable of receiving 
has been an important factor in the work 
of this committee. Local patriotism tends 
to advocate an undue enlargement of a 
centre which is not justified by the organ- 
isation of the surrounding area. 

The provision required for redistributed 
people has therefore been the subject of 
very careful and detailed study by the 
committee and schedules are included 
giving all the towns and major villages, 
firstly in the green belt where it is con- 
sidered that an additional 380,000 might 
be admissible and, secondly, in the outer 
ring where, with the inclusion of the 
agreed satellite towns, some 800,000 are 
provided for, over and above the popula- 
tion in 1938. These figures are regarded 
as justified by- detailed local studies of 
the conditions in and around the present 
centres of population in both these zones. 


Light Industries. 

The committee’s attitude towards. light 
industries and industrial development in 
general is in accordance with the original 
report and subsequent legislation, but 


stress is laid on the necessity that where 
industries are established they should be 
provided for concurrently with housing 
and it is urged that powers should be 
given to prevent evacuated 


industries 
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from returning to the central area, that 
industrial development should be under 
adequate planning control and that par- 
ticular attention should be given to the 
location of local and service industries. 

The question of the surface working of 
minerals such as sand, gravel, chalk and 
clay is reviewed, and while it is fully 
recognised that adequate supplies of these 
minerals are essential and that the areas 
from which they can be obtained are 
limited it is considered that there must 
be control both of the siting of the ex- 
cavations and of the state in which the 
land is left afterwards. Reference is made 
to the recommendations made to the 
Ministry in May, 1945, which are set out 
in Appendix VII. 

While the main framework of the road 
system laid down in the 1944 Report is 
approved, agreement is expressed with the 
Inter-Departmental Committee’s view that 
only three of the ten main radials, those 
to South Wales, Birmingham and Brigh- 
ton, merit classification as one-purpose 
motorways considering that the others 
should be all-purpose roads while conform- 
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ing to the same standards of design. 
Various changes are proposed in the 
alignment of these radials, the principal 
ones being the routing of the Birmingham 
and Edinburgh ones further towards the 
N.E., the first of these passing between 
Luton and Dunstable and the second 
taking the Stevenage-Baldock route. 
These and other proposals are based to a 
large extent on suggestions made by the 
Ministry of Transport. Numerous changes 
in other roads are the result of local 
studies and recommendations. 

Proposals are also included in respect of 
airports, railways and waterways, and a 
number of interesting suggestions deal 
with the provision and treatment of open 
spaces ; it is felt that as far as practicable 
schools, hospitals and similar institutions 
should be located adjoining the marginal 
open spaces formed by local green belts. 
The demand for the preservation of the 
Chiltern Hills is supported and also that 
for the conservation of buildings and 
features possessing picturesque, historic or 
architectural value. 

H. V. Lancuester. 








40 YEARS ON 


LETHABY AND WESTMINSTER ABBEY 
By J. G. Noppen, 


Tue late W. R. Lethaby was appointed 
Surveyor to the Dean and Chapter of 
Westminster Abbey in 1906, and exactly 
40 years have passed since, on December 
12 in that year, he paid his first official 
visit, as he recorded in Westminster Abbey 
Re-examined, p. 56. ‘“‘ About 1905, a 
considerable work of recasing and re- 
editing Wren’s restorations of the cleres- 
tory on the west of the north transept and 
of the choir adjoining was begun. On my 
first official visit I noted : ‘ December 12, 
1906: The clerestory of the west side of 
transept is practically completed. First 
bay of north side of choir is stripped for 
recasing.’ (It was arranged that, after 
the choir bays, we should repair in detail, 
continuing what existed, without any 
attempt at making the details more sham 
‘correct.’).’” ‘Thus began the constant 
daily care which Lethaby devoted to the 
Abbey buildings until his retirement in 
1928. 

The repair of the Abbey was the cause 
of much anxiety round about the beginning 
of this century. Lethaby’s predecessor 
(J. T. Micklethwaite) had said, “‘I was 
shocked to find evidence of decay begin- 
ning on work done within my own mem- 
ory, some of it being wnly a few years 
old ’’ (i.e., north transept front, restoration 
completed by J. L. Pearson in 1892). The 
cloisters also were in a serious condition 
and had been the subject of various re- 
ports. There is little doubt that we have 
to thank Lethaby that they were not 
either rebuilt or restored in such fashion 
as to destroy all, or nearly all, the 
original work. 

The Dean and Chapter deserve congratu- 
lation on their wise appointment; for 
Lethaby’s views were well known, and 
were, unfortunately, not universally held 
or approved. On June 11, 1902, Lethaby 
read a paper to thé Society for the Pro- 
tection of Ancient Buildings on 
Westminster Abbey and its, Restoration, 
in which he said that if ‘‘ instead of 
theory, learning, and caprice, this energy 
in. pulling down and setting ip—if, instead 
of all this there had been steadily carried 
on during the last century a system of 
poe staying and repairs, a sort of 
uilding dentistry, how different it would 
have been with Westminster. Even yet, 
if we could arrest the process of so-called 


improvement which is slowly creeping 
over the whole building in a sort of deadly 
paralysis, and substitute mere daily care- 
fulness, much might be handed on for 
other ages.” 

To-day, it is over 44 years since those 
words were spoken, and 40 years since 
that ‘‘ mere daily carefulness ’’ was begun. 
Those who would see what, in consequence 
thereof, has been handed on, should begin 
by taking a walk round the cloisters, and 
continue round the church. The substitu- 
tion recommended in 1902 was duly made 
with the most satisfactory results, and all 
who find pleasure in the beauty of West- 
minster Abbey owe Lethaby a great debt. 
It should, however, at once be pointed 
out that the Abbey was only the principal 
monument that benefited through 
Lethaby’s work. 

His advice and example led to wiser 
action than might otherwise have been 
taken on very many occasions, and were - 
a constant source of inspiration to all who 
had a genuine interest in old buildings. 
None knew better than he that it was im- 
possible to do anything at all to an old 
building without damaging it, and his aim, 
therefore, was to avoid as far as possible 
the need for doing anything, by constant 
care. Nothing’ gave him more™pleasure 
than what he described as ‘‘ the new work 
I have not done in the ancient church.” 


Lethaby’s influence would be particu- 
larly valuable in these days, as few, if any, 
now carry on his methods. The protection 
of a building nearly always means its re- 
pair, and the part repaired ceases to be 
an ‘‘ ancient monument.’’ The difference 
between restoration and repair is that the 
former means the complete destruction of 
the old work. 

The difficulty lies in the fact that every 
case must be decided on its merits. An 
old building that is still in use may de- 
mand repairs that might.be avoided in one 
solely preserved as an ancient monument. 
If, however, all concerned were able to find 
their pleasure in the new work they have 
not done, instead of in their cleverness in 
doing (as they think) the least possible 

amage, it would be a big step forward. 
It is well worth while to remind ourselves 
from time to time of Lethaby’s principles. 

His good influence was felt in many 
other spheres besides that to which refer- 
ence has been made above, especially in 
that of modern architecture. His numer- 
ous essays in previous issues of The 
Builder may still be read with profit. 
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Detail of Main Entrance. Below: Main Front. 
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Operating Theatre, Gynzcological Block (not shown by plan). 


BARRATT MATERNITY HOME, NORTHAMPTON 


Tue Barratt Maternity Home, 
which was opened officially before 
the war, was the gift of Mr. and 
Mrs. William Barratt, of North- 
ampton, to the Northampton 
General Hospital. It is a com- 
pletely separate unit, being situated 
away from the hospital, although 
joined to the main block by a ser- 
vice corridor, with an engineering 
subway under, in which all ser- 
vices run. 

THE Pian: The plan was designed 





Sick Babies’ Room. 





to give the building a more homely 
character than that of a hospital. 
The main entrance, which faces 
west, is about 120 ft. from the: road- 
way. The building is of two storeys, 
with a flat roof; on the ground floor 
are planned a separate isolation 
department and the sisters’ living 
quarters, both of which are com- 
plete units. The remainder of the 
ground floor is occupied by the 
administration, prematal ward and 
private wards. 


The labour depart- 





ment is situated on the first floor, 
above the isolation department, 
and comprises two labour wards. 
one first-stage ward, sluice room, 
bath-room, doctor’s dressing-room 
and sterilisers. The architects have 


taken full advantage of the latest 
developments in:sterilising, and the 
home is provided with first-class 
equipment, every department hav- 
ing its own sterilisers. 

A bed lift runs from the basement 
to the roof, so that a patient can 


* 





Single-bed Ward. 
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First-floor Plan. 














Ground-floor Plan. 








December 13 1946 


be taken anywhere in the home as 
speedily as possible. ‘ 

_ There is, altogether, accommoda- 
tion for 36 beds, varying from 
single-bed wards to five-bed wards. 
each provided with lavatory 
basins, gas fires and radiators. 
Every bed is provided with bell, 
surgeon’s light point and bracket 
light. 

Structure: The -building is of 
brick structure, with stone dress- 
ings and concrete floors. The roof 
is covered with heat-resisting tiles, 
and provides a pleasant outdoor 
resting place; and the windows are 
fitted with special blinds to protect 
the patients from the sun. 

Interton: The interior of the 
building echoes the homely charac- 
ter suggested by the exterior. The 
entrance hall is panelled with syca- 
more, the glazed screens being in 
Australian walnut. The walls are 
decorated in bright colours, and all 
windows have bright red ceramic 
sills. The floors of the corridors 
and the staircase are cork slabs, 
giving absolute quietness. In the 
wards, teak flooring is used, while 
in the kitchens and service rooms 
the floors are of light-coloured tiles. 

Exterior: The building is ‘faced 
with 2-in. hand-made, multi- 
coloured bricks, the plinth and 
entrance being faced with cast 
stone. The coats-of-arms have been 
carved, in the lintel stone over the 
entrance door, and two cleverly 
carved storks stand on the stone 
entrance piers looking down on the 
drive leading to the building. The 
wrought-iron entrance gates and 
lamps leading on to the lawns, 
which are planted with silver 
birches, complete the layout of this 
carefully conceived building. 

The main contractors were 
Messrs. Henry Martin, Ltd., Then- 
ford-street, Northampton. 

Sub-contractors and _ suppliers 
were: Trussed Concrete Steel Com- 
pany, Ltd., London, precast floor 
slabs; Excelsior Patent Stone Co., 
Ltd., Finedon, Northants, cast 
stone; D. Anderson and Son, Ltd., 
London, E.3, special roofings; 
Dryad Metal Works, Ltd., Leices- 
ter, door furniture; Crittall Manu- 
facturing Co., Leicester, metal 
windows; Carter and Co., Poole, 
Dorset, wall and floor tiling; 
Korkoid Decorative Floors, Lon- 
don, W.1, flooring; and Dent and 
Hellyer, Ltd., London W.C.1, sani- 


_ tary goods. 


BARRATT MATERNITY 
HOME, NORTHAMPTON 
SIR JOHN BROWN & A. E. 
HENSON, FF.R.I.B.A., 
ARCHITECTS 
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A Pair of Semi-detached B.2 Two-Storeyed Houses. 


THE ‘CORNISH 
A. EDGAR BERESFORD, 


WHEN WE WERE EXHORTED TO 
investigate and develop all possible 
alternative methods of producing 
houses, since normal building processes 
and resources were deemed to be in- 
sufficient and inadequate to meet the 
abnormal situation, it was obvious to 
most of us that there would be an im- 
mediate spate of ingenious but ill- 
digested forms of construction put 
forward which, like the mule, could 
have ‘‘ little pride of ancestry or hope 
of posterity.”’ Though from their 
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very novelty they gained much pub- 
licity, and for a time won the enthusi- 
astic support which any strikingly new 
departure in housing always, seems to 


command—(‘‘ So it be new there’s no. 


respect how vile !’’)—the more drastic 
innovations have already begun to dis- 
appear, and our hopes are again turned 
to those methods which, while incor- 
porating modern ideas, adhere in 
essentials to the proved old principles 
which we know from experience to be 
stable, weatherproof and permanent. 
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Plans of Type B.2 Semi-detached Two Storeyed Houses. 


The shortage of bricks and, even 
more so, the shortage of bricklayers to 
lay them has necessitated the adoption 
of other types of walling. In Cornwall, 
which produces practically no bricks, 
concrete blocks have long superseded 
the granite once exclusively used, but 
here as elsewhere skilled craftsmen 
are very scarce. So it was decided to 
try to develop the use of precast units 
which can be erected largely by un- 
skilled labour and with considerable 
speed. The manufacture of precast 
concrete is no new departure in Corn- 
wall but a traditional and _ well- 
established industry, inspired no doubt 
originally by the presence of an un- 
limited supply of an ideal aggregate 
for casting fine concrete in those 
fawny-white pyramidal mountains, the 
retuse-dumps of the ‘‘china-clay ”’ 
pits, which are so well-known a 
feature in the landscape of mid-Corn- 
wall. Mr. Bernard Fishwick, the 
popular West Country broadcaster, re- 
cently described in a radio talk how 
china-clay was obtained. Powerful 
hoses are played on the sides of the 
pits, washing clay, gravel and all down 
into the bottom, from whence the clay 
in solution is pumped out into large 
shallow reservoirs, or ‘‘ dries.” The 
gravel which settles at the bottom is 
dug out and tipped on to the dump. 
It is practically pure silica, and after 
further washing and grading forms the 
basis of an exceptionally fine concrete. 
As used in the ‘‘ Cornish Units ” this 
is very dense and impervious to 
moisture, and the external face of the 
castings is remarkably smooth, clean 











Interior View. 


and even, and needs no rendering or 
colouring to make it presentable. The 
natural colour is creamy-white, though 
it can of course be tinted by added 
pigment or given a rougher texture if 
desired. After many years’ exposure 
to the weather it shows no sign of 
crazing or discoloration, unlike most 
untreated concrete, which rapidly 
assumes the unpleasant hue of old soap 
or develops the greenish reticulations 
characteristic of ripe Stilton! 

Many of the new prefabricated con- 
crete systems now offered for housing 
seem to have been designed solely 
from the standpoint of manufacturing 
facility and in the largest units which 
can be conveniently handled. Though 
they may be quite appropriate and 
sensible for the sides of a factory or 
other large building, they seem fre- 
quently grotesquely unsuited to the 
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Plan of B.J 


scale of a cottage or small house. The 
‘‘Cornish Units,’ on the contrary, 
have been designed first and foremost 
for use in small buildings and it is 
claimed that their proportions are 
better adapted than are those of most 
of their competitors for small housing. 

The term “ prefabricated ’’ has so 
often in recent years been linked with 
temporary buildings that it almost be- 
comes necessary to remind ourselves 
of its real meaning. There is certainly 
nothing temporary or flimsy about the 


prefabricated ‘‘ Cornish Units ’’: they 
would be of little use in Cornwall if 
they were! For, though in the 
“Delectable Duchy’? we are ac- 


knowledged to enjoy the mildest and 
most delightful climate in Britain, it 
should be remembered that in winter 
we often get gales of wind and tor- 
rents of rain which for intensity are 


A B.I Bungalow. 
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LIVING RM. 





Bungalow. 


not exceeded anywhere around these 
shores, so that a high standard of 
stability and weather-proofing has to 
be achieved if our buildings are to 
withstand successfully the storms 
which sweep in unhindered across the 
Atlantic. It is hardly to be expected 
that metal houses which may have to 
depend largely on a film of paint for 


their continued waterproofing, or 
walls which consist largely of thin 
slabs clipped on with litt!e turn- 


buttons or tied on with wire—what- 
ever their efficiency in some districts— 
can prove adequate to meet such con- 
ditions. In designing the ‘* Cornish 
Units ’’ there has been little attempt 
to reduce thickness or weight to the 
minimum compatible with safety : the 
aim has been rather to provide an 
ample sturdiness and strength in all 
parts: and, though metal distance- 
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Alternative Plan for Two-Storeyed Pair of Houses. 


pieces are used between the vertical 
members to facilitate the insertion of 
the horizontal panel-slabs, the ulti- 
mate strength and stability of the 
walls does not depend upon them but 
on the intrinsic form of the construc- 
tion which is static and self-support- 
ing. 

The accompanying diagrams indicate 
the units and their application. On a 
mass-concrete raft, or other form of 
base suitable to the site, a substantial 
posers plinth course is laid and 
evelled : in it are mortised at stan- 
dard intervals grooved uprights, and 
the intervening spaces are then filled 
in with horizontal slabs:3 inches thick 


with a grooved and rebated joint 
similar to that used in weather- 
boarding. The use of steel moulds 
and presses provides castings so true 
that the minimum of pointing or bed- 
ding is necessary to ensure weather- 
proofing, and erection is consequently 
speedy and may be largely done by 
unskilled labour. The wall, 10 inches 
thick overall, has a continuous cavity, 
outer and inner skins being identical 
save that the inner slabs have no sur- 
face grooving. At the head is a lintel 
course, and finally the cavity is 
bridged by a large coved cornice 
which carries a wallplate to receive 
wooden or steel roof construction— 
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whichever may be the more readily 
available. Internal partitions are of 
similar “‘ post amd panel” construc- 
tion, but in single thickness. The roof 
structure has been so designed as to 
be largely capable of prefabrication in. 
anels dropped into place between 
actory-made principals: and the roof 
coverings may be of any kind avail- 
able, those so far used including grey 
asbestos-cement slates, concrete tiles 
of various makes and shades, and 
sheets of an aluminium-manganese 
alloy. 

The first dwelling to be erected was. 
the. two-bedroomed bungalow at. 
Bugle (illustrated by photograph and 
line drawing) subsequently stand- 
ardised as “ e Bl.” This was. 
quickly followed by a pair of semi- 
detached three-bedroomed houses with 
asbestos-cement-slated mansard roof, 
erected at St. Austell (illustrated by 
photographs and line drawings) and 
known as ‘‘ Type B.2.’’ These proto- 
types were rigorously investigated by 
representatives of the ‘‘ Burt Commit- 
tee,’ Ministry of Works, Ministry of 
Health and others, and finally in- 
spected personally by Mr. Aneurim 
Bevan, M.P., Minister of Health, im 
company with his principal architect, 
Mr. J. H. Forshaw, F.R.1.B.A., who 
expressed their approval and warm 
encouragement. Other types of two- 
and three-bedroomed bungalows, 
several alternative plans of semi- 
detached houses and various groups. 
of four similar houses have since been 
produced, but in view of the many 
orders already received from public 
authorities, urgently pressing for ‘de- 
livery, it has become necessary to con- 
centrate all efforts on the production: 
in large numbers of a very few differ- 
ent types for the present. 

A few comments may however be: 
offered about the plans illustrated. 
The first bungalow (B.1) was frankly 
an adaptation of the plan of.the well- 
known (‘‘ Portal ’’) metal house, in- 
corporating its admirably compact unit 
of bath-basin-sink-cylinder and sitting- 
room-grate-boiler, but reversing the 
position of the bedrooms and _ inter- 
posing an entrance passage. As this 
plan is not really suitable for any 
other aspect than south, alternative in- 
teriors have been arranged with simi- 
lar accommodation inside the same 
external shell. 

Type “ B.2’’ houses have a ground- 
floor bathroom (which is popular in 
Cornwall) and this and the w.c. are 
segregated from the main body of the 
house by a_ ventilated cloak-room- 
lobby, a little refinement which has 
been very generally welcomed. There 
are admittedly certain drawbacks in 
having bath and w.c. on the ground 
floor, but this arrangement makes it 
possible to provide three rooms on 


‘the first floor, each of which can com- 


fortably take a double bed with room 
to spare. 

Type ‘‘B.5”’ shows one of several 
alternatives to ‘‘ B.2”’ which provide 
an upstairs bathroom. This plan also 
incorporates the ‘‘meals room” ad- 
joining kitchen which is now becoming 
a popular arrangement. 

An ‘outbuilding block’’ has also 
been standardised which contains @ 
wash-house, fuel-store, outside w.c. 
and a covered recess for dustbin, etc. 
The position of this block may be 
varied to suit the exigencies of the 
site but will generally be placed so as 
& afford covered access from the back 

oor. 
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The manufacturers of the units are 
the Central Cornwall Concrete and 
Artificial Stone Co. Ltd., of Bugle, 
and the erection of the houses is in 
the hands of Messrs. John Williams 
and Co. (Cornwall), Ltd., of St. 
Austell, both companies being subsidi- 
aries of the well-known English Clays, 
Lovering and Pochin Ltd., of St. 
Austell, who are energetically backing 
the whole project. Additional fact- 
ories have already been taken over 
and equipped with special machinery 
and production is advancing rapidly 


fre th 
+ 
¢ 
\ ~ 
\ ie 
} 
4 . aaa 
th 
~ 
a 
Pigs 
a’ 
LinTE.s. ie 





Miu.p STEEL Te Roos. 


Mio Sreer Distance TuBes. 





STANDARDS - 
en ~ 
ou " 
i x 
S 
rf 
Pgh Ba. the ~ 


tia <i,” 
tne 
SS“ 
oe - fee STONE. 
pave 
% é eld Bt 


_~ or OS mK 
ie eee a : SE oS 
ie . Be. Se ~s \ i te 
i. sh Pa = st = i 


THE BUILDER 


week by week. The original inspira- 
tion of the manufacturers was a mod- 
est ambition to help to meet the hous- 
ing shortage by devising and erecting 
in their own locality a type of dwell- 
ing made as far as possible of local 
materials and to suit purely local needs 
and conditions. They did not antici- 
pate that their product would meet 
with such widespread approval and 
extensive demand, but as the Ministry 
of Health are now recommending the 
adoption of ‘‘ Cornish Units ’’ houses 
by councils far and near, it seems 
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likely that with the greatly increasing 
production now being vigorously or- 
ganised not only the West Country but 
a far wider area may eventually be 
supplied. 

The original design of the units 
(which has been fully protected) was 
the work of Mr. Reginald H. Tonkin, 
a director of the Central Cornwall 
Concrete Co. Ltd. My share in it did 
not go beyond offering assistance and 
advice in variéus minor details. 

A. Epcar BEREsFoRD. 


“ CORNISH UNITS” 
HOUSES 


A. EDGAR BERESFORD, 
F.R.1.B.A., ARCHITECT 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


** Saving Oxford.” 
To tHe Epitor or The Builder. 

Sm,—In the ‘“‘ Notes and News” of 
your issue of November 29 the writer 
states that ‘‘ if the leaning spires . . . are 
to remain safe’’ some apy ary | will 
be necessary, “‘ this being due to the heavy 
traffic in the city’s narrow streets.” 

Personally, I know of no “leaning” 
spires in this city, and, furthermore, in 
my view any settlements which may have 
taken place have nothing to do with traffic 
conditions. 

The cause of settlements and consequenv 
cracking of structures arises, in my exper1- 
enced view, from the gradual drying up of 
the subsoil consequent upon the water- 
proofing of surfaces and intensive pipe- 
drainage direct to the rivers, hence flood- 
ing with the greatest rapidity at the lower 
levels. ; 

During the last forty years I have 
erected many buildings of varying types 
in this city, and have had to pump out 
water at about 15ft. below the surface, 
but in 1934 I had digging done near Car- 
fax down to a depth of about 30 ft. below 
the pavement level and the subsoil was 
“bone dry.” 

I have for the last fifteen years been 
pointing out the inevitable consequences of 
intensive pipe drainage from the higher 
levels instead of using blind wells so that 
the water may reach the river by seepage. 

The recent flooding with the greatest 
rapidity is now the consequence of the mis- 
taken policy of overdoing pipe drainage 
direct to the rivers. 

The consequence of this policy has led 
io the water levels in wells getting lower 
and lower beneath the surface. 

Gitzert T. GARDNER. 


Oxford. 
Professional Institutions and the Closed 
( Shop. 


To tHe Epitor or The Builder. 

Srr,—I noticed a letter in your issue of 
December 6, concerning the possibility of 
professional institutions acting as nego- 
tiating bodies to forestall the increasing 
tendency towards the ‘closed shop.” 
Apparently your correspondent would not 
mind a ‘‘ closed shop’”’ if under Royal 
Charter. And we should like to know 
how much china in the shop would be 
shattered if employer and employee were 
shut up~together, as would happen in 
most cases. 

The belief that a satisfactory nego- 
tiating body cannot contain both em- 
ployers and employees is the basis of trade 
union organisation, and the reason for the 
existence of the Association of Building 


Technicians. 
E. V. Penn, 
General Secretary, A.B.T. 
5, Ashley-place, S.W.1. 


Apprenticesh’p: Need for Employers’ — 
Co-operation. 
To tue Eprror or The Builder, 

Smr,—The London Regional Joint 
Apprenticeship Committee of the National 
Apprenticeship Board for the Building 
Industry are charged with the duty of en- 
suring that the proper number of appren- 
tices are brought into the industry so that 
the industry may be able to cope adequately 
with the large volume of work in connec- 
tion with housing and reconstruction. For 
this purpose the Joint Committee have 
been advised that it is necessary for some 
years that at least 5,000 apprentices shall 
be taken into the industry in London every 
year. 

There can be no doubt that unless 
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builders, both federated and _ non- 
federated, can be induced to look upon 
this question as one of first importance, 
not only to the industry but to themselves 
with regard to future work, London will 
fall short of the number required. 

The Apprentice Master Scheme which is 
functioning so successfully originated from 
this Committee, and everything has been 
done to get the scheme operating in as 
many districts as possible. It cannot be 
too strongly emphasised that the scheme is 
only a temporary arrangement to allow 
boys to have six months’ training, which 
also affords them an opportunity of deeid- 
ing, after practical experience, which craft 
they would really desire to learn, and is 
not intended in any way to supersede the 
ordinary training of apprentices by em- 
ployers. 

The Joint Committee appreciate very 
fully the individual apprehension felt by 
employers at the present time concerning 
the uncertainty as to the amount of build- 
ing work likely to be entrusted to them, 
and their unwillingness to commit them- 
selves to employ indentured apprentices 
whom they may have on their hands for 
five years. Despite these difficulties, the 
Joint Committee very earnestly urges all 
employers to review the situation carefully 
and to endeavour to arrive at an estimate 
of the work likely to be placed in their 
hands for the next five years, based upon 
their normal experience before the war, 
and decide to take apprentices up to the 
limit possible, bearing in mind that the 
Joint Committee at all times will assist to 
the utmost of its power any firm who may 
find difficulty in keeping their apprentices 
fully employed. Misgiving has been ex- 
pressed ky some firms that if they take on 
their full quota of apprentices permitted 
by the rule when they are very busy, they 
may be in breach of the rule should trade 
fall off. In these circumstances it is not 
anticipated that the firms would be re- 
quired strictly to observe the rule, pro- 
vided all their apprentices are indentured. 

The Joint Committee sincerely hope 
they may have the whole-hearted co- 
operation of the,London builders in this 
vitally important matter. 

The present urgent need is the absorp- 
tion of the boys who will be leaving 
school at Christmas and Easter next, 
which it is anticipated will be 2,200. In 
this connection it should be borne in mind 
that with the raising of the school age in 
April next to 15 years the number of 
boys likely to become available will be 
much less during the ensuing year. 

W. J. RwppEerHam, 
E. L. Jones, 
Joint Secretaries, London Regional 
Joint Apprenticeship Committee 
for the Building Industry. 
London, W.C.1. 


OBITUARY 


E. Frazer Tomlins. 

We regret to announce the death, .on 
December 9, of Mr. Edmund Frazer 
Tomlins, architect, at the age of 61. A 
memoir will appear next week. 

Francis P. M. Woodhouse, A.R.1.B.A. 

We regrét to record the death, on 
December 3, of Mr. Francis Percy Mark 
Woodhouse, A.R.I.B.A., of 21, Caroline- 
terrace, S.W.1, aged 52. 

The late E. C. Hollis, F.R.1.B.A. 

In the obituary notice of Mr. E. C. 
Hollis, F.R.I.B.A., in our issue of Novem- 
ber 22, it should have been stated that 
the schools at Scarborough and Southamp- 
ton (both of which were designed in open 
competition) were the joint work of Mr. 
Hollis and Mr. F. J. Amott, F.S.L., 
A.R.I.B.A. 
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BUILDING AND PLANNING 


MINISTERS AT COUNTY HALL 


Mr. AnevurRiIn Bevan, Minister of 
Health, and Mr. Lewis Silkin, Minister 
of Town and Country Planning, addressed 
a regional conference of local authorities in 
London and the Home Counties, arranged 
by the National Housing and Town Plan- 
ning Council, at tlte County Hall, on Mon- 
day November 25. The conference was. 
held under the auspices of the National 
Housing and Town Planning Council. 

Mr. BevAN said that the progress made 
by local authorities in the last year had 
been remarkable; in their plans they were 
now ahead of the building industry itself. 
The labour force in London had increased. 
from 343,900 on July 31, 1945, to 603,900 
oa September 27, 1946, but only about a 
quarter of these were on permanent house 
construction. When war damage repairs 
were completed and the temporary hous- 
ing programme came to an end, this should 
more than double itself. Careful planning 
was required to ensure that available 
labour was properly distributed. The 
important thing was to ensure that it 
was not dissipated on non-essential work 
oi repair and decoration. This could be 
done by the strictest possible control of 
licensed work and by a ruthless attack on 
black market building, which was of par- 
ticular significance in the London area. 

One of the most disappointing features 
of London building had been that, as the 
force of labour on war damage repairs had 
been running down, the labour on per- 
manent houses had not gone up in the 
same proportion. The utmost vigilance 
was needed to ensure that such building 
labour should be canalised so far as 
possible on permanent building. 

The Government were doing their 

utmost to get timber. As yet they had 
not been able to find a substitute, and had 
turned to “sheet steel and aluminium in 
their desperation, because the ‘past year 
had been one headache after another in 
firying to find substitute materials for 
those in short supply. They were now 
finding themselves short of sheet steel and 
aluminium. He hoped that plans now in 
train would enable them to get over the 
worst of the shortages next year. - 
_ Progress had been disappointingly slow 
in the rate of completion of new permanent 
houses. Only 32,000 had been completed, 
compared with 200,000 under contract. 
Shortage of labour and materials could not 
account for this small progress. Neither 
the Government nor himself would be the 
scapegoats for other people’s misbe- 
haviour. The building industry must now 
begin to discipline itself. As the supplies 
of building materials came out in greater 
quantities there would be less and less 
excuse for what was happening on some 
building sites. 

In London the ‘number of houses com- 
pleted was about one-thirtieth of the num- 
ber of tenders approved, compared with 
one-seventh for the rest of the country. 
He wanted to bring home to the building 
industry in London that there was some- 
thing unethical and immoral in spending 
labour and materials on things that could 
be postponed when so many thousands of 
people were living in misery without 
homes of their own. The time had come 
in the London area when they should 
start a moral crusade to try to get a 
greater sense of equity and of moral facul- 
ties in providing shelter for the people. 
Whatever steps were taken by the Govern- 
ment they could be frustrated unless they 
received the enthusiastic co-operation of 
those in the industry. The time had come 
when they should stop asking ‘‘ What is 
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the Government doing about it? ’’ and ask 
the citizens, ‘‘ What are you doing about 
it?’’ The time had now come when they 
should begin to see the houses going up 
in great volume. In a few years they 
should have broken the back of the 
problem. 

Mr. Sitxin, speaking on the planning 
of London and the Home Counties, referred 
to the County of London, the Greater 
London and the City “sy and said the 
most far-reaching of the proposals in the 
two first-named plans was that for the 
decentralisation of population—600,000 odd 
from the county, 400,000 odd from the 
congested areas outside the county. 

othing like all of the decentralisation, 
of course, was to be solved by new 
towns. Much of it must be carried 
through by the expansion of existing 
towns; in many ways a more difficult 
piece of planning. The plans contem- 
plated that approximately 640,000 of the 
population to be decentralised must be 
accommodated in expanded towns, 
approximately 400,000 in new towns. 

“If decentralisation was the most far- 
reaching proposal in the plans, the rail 
and road schemes are probably the most 
difficult,’’ continued the speaker. ‘‘ On 
railways we are faced with the bad siting 
of several of the main stations, and with 
bottlenecks into London.’’ On the major 
road proposals there was substantial agree- 
ment, and a plan would be issued shortly 
for the guidance of highway and planning 
authorities, showing final proposals.”’ 

ff decentralisation proposals were the 
most far-reaching, and transport the most 
difficult, he thought those that came under 
the head of civic planning were the most 
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fascinating. The County Plan made pro- 
vision for a Government and Common- 
wealth precinct, for a university precinct 
and for the resuscitation of the South 
Bank. This last was perhaps the most 
popular of all proposals in the plan; at 
any rate, it was the least controversial. 
We would see the revival of the South 
Bank in our lifetimes. 

The City Plan was, of course, vital to 
the civic planning of London. Treatment 
of the St. Paul’s area, the handling of 
the river front, were matters of intense 
interest. We had a tremendous opportunity, 
and the planners were making the most of 
it. Referring to criticisms of the pro- 
cedure at inquiries into new town schemes, 
Mr. Silkin said inquiries were essentially 
a hearing of objections, not inquiries into 
the merits of the scheme. To meet criti- 
cisms, he had now arranged that a 
Ministry official should attend . inquiries 
to explain the project and the reason 
which had led to it. 

‘* What people really want to know,” 
he added, ‘‘is how the new town is going 
to affect their house or land. That no 
one at this stage can tell them. There 
is nothing but an outline on a map. Later 
on, when a preliminary plan has been 
made for the town, people will have their 
chance to see exactly how they may be 





A Timber Ceiling in a room in an old French house near Bordeaux, submitted 


for the recent T.D.A. Photographic Competition by S. TROSS. 
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affected, and they will then be given 
opportunity to express their views about 
how the town should be planned and, if 
they wish, to object to particular 
proposals.”’ 

A Bill now in preparation would provide 
a flexible system of planning control, and 
would settle the long-vexed question of 
compensation and betterment. It would 
be by far the biggest milestone in the 
history of planning. 

Replying to a question, he said that in 
new towns there would be opportunities 
for people to take land on leases, but it 
was not proposed that they should be able 
to buy freehold. 


COMPETITION NEWS 


Proposed Technical College, Peterborough. 
Peterborough Joint Education Board in- 
vite architects of British nationality to 
submit in open competition designs for new 
buildings to be erected at Peterborough for 
a technical college. The assessor is Mr. 
T. Cecil Howitt, D.S.0., F.R.I.B.A., and 
premiums of £500, £250 and £150 are 
offered. The last date for questions is 
February 28, and the last date for sub- 
mitting designs, June 30 next. Conditions 
may be obtained (deposit £2 2s.) on appli- 
cation to the Chief Education Officer, 
Education Offices, Peterborough. 


Extension of a Village. 

The Central Landowners’ Association, 
58, Victoria-street, Westminster, S.W.1. 
after consultation with other professional 
and public bodies, has agreed to take the 
lead in sponsoring a competition designed 
to encourage the study of village planning 
as a branch of planning which requires 
special attention. The issues, it is felt. 
are practical issues and, in order that they 
may be studied in practical fashion the 
competition will be related to the exten- 
sion of an existing typical English village. 
The purpose of the promoters is to 
discover the possibility of effecting two 
harmonies, first the harmonising of new 
sections of the population with the econo- 
mic and social life of a long-established 
community, and secondly the harmonising 
of new blocks of houses with the natural 
and architectural features of an old village. 

Four villages have been selected for the 
purposes of the competition, namely God- 
stone (Surrey), Shipton-under-Wychwood 
(Oxon), Condover (Salop), and Helmsley 
(Yorks). Designs are to be related to any 
one, but not more than one, of these 
villages, to. be selected by the competitor 
himself. It is to be assumed that the 
amount of additional accommodation re- 
quired in each village is not less than 50 
and not more than 150 houses. 

The council of assessors consists of 
Professor Sir Patrick Abercrombie, 
ERLE A. P.PFPL : Goarge angley- 
Taylor, F.R.1LB.A. M.T.P.L, F.S.1, 
F.L.A.S.; and Thomas Rayson, F.S.A., 
F.R.1.B.A. Mr. Langley-Taylor will act 
as correspondent for the Council, and any 
question which a competitor may wish to 
ask regarding the competition must be 
addressed to him at 1, Hare-court, Temple, 
E.C.4, not later than February 28, 1947. 

Subject to the assessors ap 5 satisfied 
in each case that the entry is of sufficient 
merit, first, second and third main prizes 
of £250, £200 and £150 will be awarded 
to the authors of the three best designs 
submitted, irrespective of the villages to 
which they relate, and in the case 0 each 
village not represented in the main prize 
list, the author of the best design sub- 
mitted will be awarded a consolation prize 
of £100. TUE st 

Applications for conditions 
must be accompanied by a 
guinea. 


and plans 
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POST-WAR BUILDING TECHNIQUE © 


PAPER READ AT R.1.B.A. 


Mr. Ricnwarp SuHepparD, F.R.1.B.A., 
was the author of a paper on “‘Aspects of 
Post-War Building Technique,’”’ read be- 
fore a meeting of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects at 66, Portland-place, 
W.1, on Tuesday, November 26. Mr. 
Michael Waterhouse, M.C., Vice-President, 
was in the chair. 

We take the following extracts from the 
speaker’s remarks :— 

I am concerned with technique to-night, 
not as an end in itself, not from the 
Government’s angle as a means of provid- 
ing shelter nor as an index to minimum 
conditions of living—the Ministry of 


Health’s angle—nor as a problem in supply: 


and demand, and the distribution of 
labour, but with architecture, which 1s 
building beautifully and the special con- 
cern in this Institute. 

The architect of to-day has to choose 
between two legacies—in some shameful 
cases he tries to combine them. He has 
to choose between two attitudes to archi- 
tecture. One is based upon the idea that 
a building does not so much express a 
function as an abstraction. The second 
attitude—that of the so-called modern 
architect—is concerned with the function 
of the subject, and its expression is subor- 
dinate to this. The first- essential for good 
architecture is that the purpose of the 
building must be satisfied in exact terms 
(function), and that this process would, in 
its turn, determine the type of structure 
and consequently the materials to be used. 
A beautiful building is the result and is 
created as a matter of exact diagnosis. 

Both attitudes are necessary to architec- 
ture, but they do not of themselves make 
an architecture. There is an essential 
fallacy common to both, and each is a 
reflex of the social background of their 
respective periods. The Victorians main- 
tained that man was made for monuments, 
the neo-Victorians that he was made for 
machines. The first attitude is moribund, 
bat the second still holds the field since 
it has been translated into the mechanis- 
tie theory of design, and has proved to 
be an excellent servant and a bad master. 


Building technique seldom or never 
proceeds by the abrupt introduction of a 
new material, by the replacement or sub- 
stitution of a new one for an old, by the 
emergence of one material which is inher- 
ently superior in all respects to another. 
Furthermore, the development of a new 
material is seldom accompanied by the 
creation of forms which are characteristic 
of its physical and mechanical structure. 
Indeed, the first stages of development 
usually see it forced into an unhappy 
reproduction of the characteristics of the 
material it is intended to replace. 

Many of the axioms adopted in the 1920s 
were based upon Victorian art, ethics and 
Victorian technique, by which a work had 
a moral standard independent of its pur- 
pose. These tenets—(1) that new materials 
promote new forms, (2) that new materials, 
because they provoke new forms, will lead 
to new forms of traditional building—do 
not form a very satisfactory theory, and 
upon them a good deal of our rationalisa- 
tion about a new architecture is based. We 
wanted new forms and we had to be pre- 
pared to justify them. But it is just as 
well to get underneath the defence 
mechanism. ‘These principles formed the 
basis of much of our own thought about 
architecture in the 20 years before the 
‘war. 

Explaining how these principles were 
applied in specific fields in order that the 


commandments would be known when next 
they, were broken, the speaker went on : 
‘The immense plastic possibilities suggested 
by concrete seemed to overarch every other 
consideration during those years. It seemed 
like a fourth dimension, the final answer 
to the problems of spatial enclosure. Yet 
what are the results in the larger realm? 
Some superb bridges by Maillart in which 
the material appears to be used finally and 
decisively, but so far as building is con- 
cerned, a mere handful of experiments. 

After observing that in considering the 
influence of the inter-war period we could 
not afford to overlook the contribution 
made by science to building technique, the 
speaker continued : The special conditions 
which we face at the present time favour 
a more experimental approach, as our 
problems are communal in pattern rather 
than individual, and the greatest task 
which we have to face is of relating the 
prejudices and desires of the individual to 
a coherent esthetic pattern for the com- 
munity as a whole. 

Housing is also an excellent instance of 
the way in which the emergence of new 
material and new techniques will modify 
our ideas on a given building type 
although often without affecting its essen- 
tial form. It is my contention that such 
alterations will only be brought about by 
modifications in the demand and by the 
social conditions in which they operate. 
The architect, working solely from within, 
so to speak, is seldom successful in effect- 
ing such modifications which live as 
aberrations peculiar to him or his client. 

The law of supply and demand operates 
in the building industry as in any other 
field, although it is mysteriously affected 
by fashion, by the force of example, by the 
predilection of a gifted designer for one 
material or another. It is high time that 
somebody studied in some detail the con- 
ditions affecting the introduction of new 
materials in design. -We still need, as 
Lethaby once remarked, a new science of 
building morphology. 


The Technical Side. 

With this in mind let me turn to some 
of the factors which are likely to develop 
in the next few years on the technical 
side. It is clear, however, that the cir- 
cumstances of our civilisation and the im- 
mediate expansion of the building industry 
will lead to an increased use of factory- 
made materials, to materials having a 
precise performance and definite physical 
characteristics, steel, asbestos, and all 
those mysterious mixtures and sandwiches 
which result in the ubiquitous board. 

Before the last war there were just 
two categories of structures, sheds and 
buildings, but we now have an exhaustive 
and complicated nomenclature which is in 
itself an indication of our developing atti- 
tude towards building technique. We talk 
about buildings under names like semi- 
permanent, temporary prefabricated, per- 
manent prefabricated, light frame, and 
the list could be multiplied indefinitely if 
you regard architecture as the sum total 
of buildings which the community uses 
and by which it expresses itself, rather 
than as a series of isolated monuments in 
a wilderness of shacks, a condition which 
very accurately describes many of our 
towns to-day; you will see the difference 
created by changes in building technique 
in our attitude to architecture. 

A greater precision in the use of mate- 
rials is also coming about. This is pro- 
duced partly by temporary conditions 
which demand economy in means, in both 
labour and materials, but is part of the 


increased control of the physical conditions 
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governing building. There is no need to 
waste material because the factor of safety 
is unknown. Precision in the selection of 
materials with a greater range leads to a 
greater diversity, a wider range of effect, 
to more subtle and complex rhythm and 
definitions. 

Factory-made assemblies for. service and 
plumbing, for partitions and wall panels, 
are by now familiar objects to most of us, 
and they do no more than accentuate a 
state of affairs which is related to general 
industrial development and which has been 
accelerated by State responsibility for 
various types of buildings. These compo- 
nents may or may not be developed on a 
longer term, for their use is partly related 
to other external factors, coal economy, 
district heating, as well as to the com- 
plexity of equipment required in a modern 
building. 

This certainty in the use of materials 
will avoid those intellectual fripperies, 
those stylised clichés of the inter-war 
period, and will give us a solid basis on 
which to evolve a new grammar of style— 
to an extent they will relieve much of the 
drudgery of design and enable us to con- 
centrate on the architect’s real task. 

A further factor which we cannot 
neglect for its social importance alone is 
the decline of the craftsman. This, I am 
afraid, is a positive and absolute factor 
whose importance in building we have not 
yet assessed. It may, of course, be cor- 
rected in years to come when the imme- 
diate drive for production is less urgent, 
but craftsmanshiyy in the sense that we 
have known in the building industry, in 
elaborate forms of brickwork, masonry, 
plasterwork, and joinery, will not, I 
think, be revived for many years to come. 
It must, however, be replaced by other 
qualities, by surface texture and patterns 
which are potentially as rich as those 
which we are losing even though they are 
of an entirely different character. In 
architectural design in the inter-war years 
the craftsman was largely eliminated, and 
we concentrated on the rediscovery of 
shapes and planes in forms which were 
unfamiliar to the general public. The 
process was necessary, but much was lost 
in the course of it. We have an opportu- 
nity in these coming years of redressing 
the balance by substituting for the elabo- 
rate craftsmanship of the past an appre- 
ciation of surface and texture, of rhythm 
and colour. We have scarcely begun to 
exploit the possibilities of modern tech- 
nology, and we have all been cheered in 
this respect by the course of architecture 
in Sweden and Switzerland. Here we be- 
gan to find an appreciation, which is their 
special contribution to peace, of those 
enduring factors in architecture, of form, 
proportion, rhythm, contrast, modulations 
of mood and expressions welded into a 
contemporary form and exploiting the 
resources of modern technology, structur- 
ally and decoratively. 


Modifications in Design. 

I have already reached, as you see, the 
effect of these changes in building tech- 
nique upon design. I do not think that 
an architect can ever look at the matter 
objectively. Every change in building 
technique brings with it a corresponding 
modification in design. But the examina- 
tion of these changes in technique, pro- 
vided the approach is creative, concerned 
to exploit for our pleasure, will reveal 
unsuspected potentialities and virtues 
which, although foreign to traditional 
conceptions, will be assimilated in design. 
As I have remarked, we never stand still 
in either one field or the other, and if the 
architect does not seek to control and 
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utilise these developments they will occur 
without him to the detriment of society 
as a whole. f 

We must also consider, to a far greater 
extent than we did before the war, the 
emotional contact offered by our buildings. 
Much of the best modern work must now 
appear arid, and we are in danger of for- 
getting the associations which man has 
with certain types of building. He looks 
at a building to express many of the emo- 
tions and loyalties he feels. Almost every 
writer from Lethaby to Gideon has re- 
minded us that people seek from architec- 
ture, as from all the arts, ‘‘ an expression 
of their aspirations—joy, excitement, even 
luxury.” 

We must revise some of those concepts 
which governed architectural thought in 
the ‘20s and ’30s, and which, as 1] have 
tried to show, resulted in forms which 
were often irrelevant, and of hopes which 
were evanescent. We must also take into 
our account the feelings of our client, in- 
creasingly the public at large, and relate 
to them an evolving technique of build- 
ing so that we may create what we. have 
needed for nearly two centuries—a style of 
architecture understood and accepted by 
all and not by the few. 


DISCUSSION 

Mr. HartLanp THOMAS, A. 
F.R.1.B.A., proposing a vote of thanks 
to the speaker, said: ‘‘ Mr. Sheppard 
has shown what an extraordinary range 
of ideas and important considerations we 
have to carry about with us in our work, 
and in fact all the time. There is no 
short cut. He made it quite clear that 
he expects himself, and we must expeci 
ourselves, to have in mind all these con- 
siderations of art and science, of sociology 
and esthetics; and above all it is neces- 
sary to remember that we have to keep 
all these things under control. 

‘* Personally, I agree with nearly every 
word that he said, but I would join issue 
with him on one point, which is probably 
an unimportant one now. I think that 
his criticism of the mechanistic theory of 
architecture is falsely aimed. I do not 
believe that any of us held that crude 
mechanistic theory about 1930. Particu- 
larly interesting was his forecast that 
sheet material held in itself immense 
potentialities. I myself am very much 
more strongly drawn towards designing in 
the light and dry construction than to- 
wards designing in the wet and heavy, 
and I think that that is what he was 
driving at. 

‘*He obviously wishes to utilise to the 
full the potentialities of architectural 
science, always making sure that the 
science is made architectural before we 
use it. I think that that is very valu- 
able. I should like, however, to carry 
some of his suggestions a little further. 
I think that some of the careful analytical 
methods which we apply to materials, to 
questions of heat transfer and sound in- 
sulation and so on, might also be used 
in examining our clients; because the 
client nowadays is the whole community, 
and ‘we are unable to buttonhole him and 
interview him in quite the way in which 
we can cross-question a private client. 
Can we use some of our scientific tech- 
nique to get out of our group client what 
his needs really are, and not only his 
needs in floor space and number of bed- 
rooms but possibly even his emotional 
needs ? 

““'We live in an analytical age. - We 
have to argue about things and delve into 
them, as we have tried to do this even- 
ing. Have the sociologists something to 
teach us, even about the art of architec- 
ture? It is not that the solution is to 
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be found in that way, but, if we can 
arrive at more understanding of people’s 
emotional needs, that understanding may 
give us more confidence in design; be- 
cause we need an understanding of what 
we are doing; we are not good at doing 
things instinctively. 

‘“Ts the sociologists’ concept of an 
emotional symbol, a concept also used by 
psychologists, something which we could 
use for the understanding of the emotional 
content of architectural forms? It 
is something which may make sense to 
us, whereas these moral qualities seem to 
make the most priggish nonsense. I 
should like to suggest that possibly in 
the examination of social symbols and the 
drama that we may enact in architecture 
in putting symbols in opposition we may 
have something which will go a long way 
towards giving the public the architectural 
design that they need.” 


Mr. Rosert  FiIrzMAuRIcE, Hon. 
A.R.I.B.A., seconding the vote of thanks, 
said : ‘*‘ For quite a long time now it has 


been my duty to.work on. some of the 
scientific aspects of the development of 
new techniques of building, with special 
regard to the difficult times through 
which we are going at present. It has 
been necessary to find what new tech- 
niques might contribute to our present 
urgent physical needs. There are times 
when a definite stage is reached in this 
work and a new technique is born. That 
does not happen very often, but one 
sometimes does find a thing growing in 
one’s hands and it is possible to say that 
here there is a definite departure. When 
that happens, I confess that I have often 
thought ‘Well, what is the architect 
going to do about that?’ To have had, 
therefore, the philosophy expounded by 
a person such as Mr. Sheppard has been 
very inspiring. It is satisfactory to know 
that people like Mr. Sheppard are de- 
veloping a philosophy which is perhaps 
the rationa! exploitation of these tech- 
niques, because we who work on the 
utilitarian, practical side do not aspire to 
their esthetic handling, and in fact have 
to leave off where the purely technical 
stage ends. 


The ‘“‘ Reinforced Concrete Style.” 

‘“Coming to the paper itself, I should 
like to take exception to one or two of the 
things that Mr. Sheppard said. He hit 
out at the ‘ reinforced concrete style.’ Le 
Corbusier and others evolved a distinct 
style to which the name ‘ reinforced con- 
crete’ was attached, and then the 
speculative builder ‘improved’ on it and 
did the same thing in brick, rendering it 
to make it look the same, and that would 
be the ultimate degradation of it. But it 
is, not: fair to use the term ‘ reinforced 
concrete’ there, because many of the 
very magnificent and perhaps almost time- 
less buildings which were put up in that 
period were in fact very largely rein- 
forced concrete buildings, in the sense 
that all the work was done by rein- 
forced concrete. That was not obvious 
when one looked at the building from 
the street, but the loads were all taken 
by reinforced concrete and the building 
climbed to heaven by virtue of the fact 
that it was a reinforced concrete building. 
Nobody would call those buildings an 
error in taste, and it would not, perhaps, 
be necessary for the basic material to be 
expressed to give the character to the 
outward shape or even to the inner sur- 
faces; none the less, it would be perfectly 
true to say that some of these very fine 
buildings are in fact reinforced concrete 
buildings so far’ as the actual working 
elements are concerned. 
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The New Craftsmanship. 

‘*A very important point, and one of 
which due account ought to be taken, 
was raised by Mr. Sheppard when he; re- 
ferred to the decline of craftsmanship and 
all that that implies. Although we are 
inclined to lament the decline of crafts- 
manship, there has not in actual fact been 
any decline of craftsmanship at all. We 
are just as dependent on the craftsman 
as ever, but he is a different craftsman. 
We may have to deplore the fact that 
some of his craft is not obvious to the 
outward eye, and that it is only the man 
who knows who can appreciate where this 
beautiful craftsmanship lies, but what has 
happened all through industry is that the 
fine craftsmanship goes back into the 
tools. .That has happened also in the 
newer techniques of building. The main 
point about the newer techniques of 
building is that the bits of buildings are 
made with ever greater and_ greater 
accuracy, so that they fit together very 
much more quickly and easily, and also 
we devise means of making very large 
numbers of them. In order to get that 
perfection of fit in these bits, that degree 
of accuracy in their making, we have to 
have the finest of fine craftsmanship 
somewhere in the background. It may 
lie in making the moulds, the tools or the 
jigs, and so forth, but there has to be 
this really superfine craftsmanship some- 
where in the background all the time.”’ 


Mr. E. W. Crarx asked if Mr. Shep- 
pard would enlarge on the philosophies. 
developed in Switzerland and Sweden 
to produce. better architecture, or the 
promise of better architecture. 

Mr. SHeppaRD, responding, said: ‘I 
can only say that I think it is a develop- 
ment of what has gone before. I should 
like to take this opportunity of correcting 
the impression, if I gave it, that I am 
anxious to set up what one may describe 
as the mechanistic school of architecture 
in the twentieth century as a cockshy. 
Not at all. I wanted to make it clear 
that that forms a valuable foundation on 
which we have to build to-day. It is 
only in its narrower interpretation of 
functionalism that we have a dry, in- 
tellectual approach. I think that what 
has happened in Sweden and in Switzer- 
land in the last seven or eight years has 
been that they have again put the 
humanities back into architecture, from 
the point of view particularly of tihe 
public at large; and in doing so they 
have utilised to the maximum extent the 
resources of modern technology and build- 
ing science to provide for those formal 
qualities, those qualities which I described 
as ‘ emotional” for lack of a better word, 
and which carry right down, so to speak, 
to what was described in the Renaissance 
or nineteenth century as decoration. In- 
stead of putting a mere repetition of birds 


.or some other formal pattern used in those 


days round a room or a building, they 
seek to find the content which those 
things had at one time and the signifi- 
cance which they had for those civilisa- 
tions, and to use something derived from 
our own technical and scientific resources 
for dealing with our own problems, Par- 
ticularly in some of their more recent 
buildings, we begin to find in the tech- 
nique of construction adopted and in the 
use of materials for non-structural pur- 
poses such as balconies, canopies, windows 
and so on, a recognition of the emotional 
qualities which I think that we require 
in our building. I do not think that at 
its best the approach of the ‘thirties was 
purely pragmatic (I prefer that word to 
mechanistic), but the theorists of the 
movement did not allow for it, and in its 
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tenets it was very close to the medieval 
school of psychology. 


“In reply to Mr. Fitzmaurice, once 
again it is perhaps a matter of emphasis. 
I did not, perhaps, make it clear that 
some splendid buildings were built in 
reinforced concrete before the war, but I 
think that an attempt was made to pro- 
duce a style before the technical consider- 
ations for that style were properly estab- 
lished, and I took reinforced concrete as 
an example; but that is also true of a 
number of other materials and of other 
buildings built at that time. 

“As regards craftsmanship, I do not 
altogether agree with Mr. Fitzmaurice, 
because by ‘craftsmanship’ I mean a 
degree of manual ingenuity or dexterity 
applied in situ. Working to fine toler- 
ances and the fine assembly of manu- 
factured parts are factory processes, and 
rely to a very large extent upon the 
designer, the tool-setter and the whole of 
our industrial processes to-day. I think 
that that is what we have to offer in 
place of craftsmanship, but by ‘ crafts- 
manship’ I mean a kind of manual 
dexterity, an inherent sleight of hand, 
such as was shown by the plasterer or the 
joiner, for example, in the Renaissance. 
We have to find its equivalent in the 
content of our buildings by the fullest 
use of modern technology, and it is my 
contention that we did not apply this in 
the inter-war period, but were tending to 
make statements without following up 
the implications of those statements to 
the creation of an architecture. It is 
that which is our present task.” 


ASSOCIATION OF BUILDING 
TECHNICIANS 


SURVEYORS’ DINNER 


A DINNER organised by the Surveyors’ 
Professional Advisory Committee of the 
Association of Building Technicians was 
held on Saturday, November 30, at 
Schmidt’s Restaurant, Charlotte-street, 
London, W.1. 

Welcoming the guests, Mr. J. Rani, 
A.R.I.P.H., chairman of the committee, 
said the Association of Technicians, drawn 
from all branches of the industry, un- 
doubtedly had an important part to play 
in the nation’s reconstruction programme. 

Mr. J. W. Nicotts, F.S.I., speaking on 
‘Houses and Homes and Building Tech 
nicians,’”’ ‘said that to-day, for the first 
time in the history of Britain, there was 
a nation-wide plan for housing that was 
fundamentally sound. The main respon- 
sibility had been given to local authorities 
in the belief that the needs of the country 
should be met by machinery that was 
subject to democratic control. Only the 
local authority organisation could meet 
the need for working-class houses in its 
broadest sense. ‘‘ What is needed,’’ con- 
tinued the speaker, ‘is a new spirit of 
service. Teamwork and planning are 
essentials. The housing programme can 
be smashed by technicians who will not 
get together. Do we, if we are surveyors, 
find it easier to ‘pass the baby’ to the 
architect rather than take responsibility 
with him, or, if we are architects, do we 
prefer to blame the engineer rather than 
work with him? Teamwork doesn’t just 
happen, it has to be fought for. The fight 
is mainly against our own self-interest or 
fears. If we don’t fight for teamwork we 
are as much a danger to the community 
as those who engage in careless talk in 
wartime—and the housing situation to-day 
is as desperate as the military situation 
was in 1940.” 
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THE NATIONAL INSURANCE 
(INDUSTRIAL INJURIES) ACT, 
1946 


By NORMAN P. GREIG, B.A., Barrister- 
at-Law, F.R.San.1., F.1.Arb., etc. 

Tuts Act, which received the Royal 
Assent on July 26 of this year, is intended 
“to substitute for the Workmen’s Com- 
pensation Acts, 1925 to 1945, a system of 
insurance against personal injury caused 
by accident arising out of, and in the 
course of, a person’s employment,” as well 
as against prescribed diseases and injuries 
due to the nature of a person’s employ- 
ment. Obviously, its main purpose is of 
more than passing interest to the building 
industry. It will come into force on a day 


.appointed by the Minister of National 


Insurance. 

It provides that all persons in insurable 
employment (defined by the First Schedule) 
must be insured, as provided by the Act, 
against personal injury caused on or after 
““the appointed day ’’ by accident arising 
out of, and in the course of, such employ- 
ment. Benefits will be payable out of an 
Industrial Injuries Fund, made up of 
weekly contributions from insured persons 
and employers of such, and implemented 

an amount from the Treasury equal to 
one-fifth of the aggregate of the former 
amounts. 

The weekly contributions payable by 
insured persons and employers will be on 
the following scale :— 

Men over 18-—4d., by the insured person 
and the employer. 

Women over 18—3d., by the insured 
person and the employer. 

Boys under 18—2sd., by the insured 
person and the employer. 
Girls under 18—2d., 
person and the employer. 

The benefits obtainable under this 
system of insurance are: (a) Industrial 
injury benefit (the ‘injury benefit ’’), 
payable when the insured person is ren- 
dered incapable of work; (‘b) ‘‘ disablement 
benefit,’ payable where as a result of the 
injury he suffers loss of physical or mental 
faculty; and (c) industrial death benefit 
(‘‘ death ‘benefit ’’), payable when the 
death results from the injury. It is further 
laid down that accidents happening to an 
insured person who is acting in breach of 
statutory regulations may, in the circum- 
stances mentioned in Section 8, be deemed 
to be accidents arising out of, and in the 
course of, the employment, for the purpose 
of qualifying for the particular benefit, 
while insured persons meeting with acci- 
dents while travelling in vehicles belonging 
to their employers, or beitig injured by an 
accident in the course of their employment 
white meeting emergencies such as rescuing 
others from injury or peril, are also within 
the scheme of benefit under the circum- 
stances contained in Sections 9 and 10. 
Again, when the extent of the “* disable- 
ment ”’ is assessed at less than 20 per cent., 
a disablement ‘‘ gratuity ’’ shall be -paid 
(Section 12 (6)), while when the disable- 
ment is assessed for the accounting period 
as 20 per cent. or more, a “‘ disablement 
pension”’ is payable according to the 
following scale :— 


by the insured 


Degree of disablement. Weekly rate. 
106%... uy .- 465/- 
ly ee ee ... 40/6 
80% . 36/- 
70% . 31/6 
60% 27 /- 
50% ~ 22/6 
40% 18/- 
Sy... oe sas. SGh6 
20% «(Gh 


The ‘death benefit”? is payable .to 
widows, either as a pension or a gratuity 
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(Section 19), under circumstances provided 
for by regulations to be made; that to a 
widower takes the form of a pension of 
30s. weekly for life, while provisions are 
included in Sections 21 and 22 to cover 
children, parents and relatives, the com- 
plicated nature of which puts them beyond 
the scope of the present article. 

The Act contains provisions in regard, 
inter alia, to the administration of the 
benefit (Section 27); adjustments for 
successive accidents (Section 29); and for 
overlapping benefits (Section 30), while a 
whole host of regulations are to be framed 
for the purpose of dealing with these and 
a variety of other matters. Section 51 
provides for nine sets of regulations alone. 

Part III deals with the determination of 
questions that may arise in the working 
of the Act. Some of these are to be deter- 
mined by the Minister himself (Section 36) 
others by medical boards, or medical appea 
tribunals or a single doctor ; others, again, 
by insurance officers, local appeal tribunals: 
or the Commissioner appointed under 
Section 42, while under the same Section 
a number of bed Commissioners can be 
appointed, the mmissioner and the 
deputies all being barristers or solicitors of 
not less than ten years’ standing. In regard 
to these appointments it is provided 
(Section 42), by regulations to be made, 
that a matter involving a difficult question 
of law can be heard, not by the Commis- 
sioner or a deputy alone, but by a tribunal 
of any three of them; while as regards 
questions of fact of special difficulty, the- 
assistance of assessors can be required. 

Regulations are also to be made under 
the Act in regard to the payment of con- 
tributions by adhesive stamps, referred to 
as ‘‘ insurance stamps,” which are to be 
impressed on or affixed to cards in the 
manner so familiar to us all; but provision 
is also made in the regulations for the 
payment by some alternative method. If 
stamps are used, their issue is, of course, 
to be controlled by the Postmaster-General, 
who may also provide for their sale 
through any Post Office. — } : 

General provisions are included in regard 
to a variety of offences, and these are to 
be subject to further regulations; and pro- 
ceedings for offences under the Act are not 
to be instituted except by or with the 
consent of the Minister of National Insur- 
ance, or an inspector, or some officer 
authorised in that behalf by direction of 
the Minister. Sums due to the Industrial’ 
Injuries Fund are recoverable as debts due 
to the Crown (Section 70). 

Finally, the Minister can promote 
research into the causes, incidence, and 
methods of prevention, of accidents, 
injuries and diseases, the subjects of insur- 
ance under the Act. He can also arrange 
with the Minister of Labour and National 
Service for vocational training and indus- 
trial rehabilitation courses (Section 74), as 
well as for the provision of artificial limbs, 
equipment and maintenance. : 

Part IV deals with the extension of 
insurance to industrial diseases and 
injuries, an aspect of the Act which need 
only be mentioned as being of no particular 
practical interest to builders. 


Diaries, 1947. 
We acknowledge with thanks receipt of 
1947 diaries from Messrs. Edward Wood 
and Co., Ltd., constructional engineers, 
68, Victoria-street, S.W.1, and the Insti- 
tute of Quantity Surveyors, 5, Leicester- 
street, Wolverhampton, Staffs. Copies of 
the latter may be obtained from the- 
address given, price 4s. 6d. each. 

The 1947 issue of the pocket Diary for 
Architects, Quantity Surveyors, Engineers 
and Builders, published by H. O. Quinn, 
Ltd., from 151, Fleet-street, E.C.4 (price- 
4s. 9d. leather. bound or 3s. 9d. in rexine, . 
post free), is well up to standard. 
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PRODUCTION FORUM 


DECREASED OUTPUT IN THE 
BUILDING INDUSTRY 
AN EXAMINATION OF THE PROBLEM 


By E. Cuckson, A.1.Q.S. 

Everysopy in the country is involved 
in the need to increase production within 
the building industry; but in what terms 
one judges that output depends on the 
particular standpoint of the individual. 
if itis the layman, then it will be in terms 
of completed houses; and if the profes- 
sional builder (in the broadest sense of 
the word) it will be in units of output per 
man-hour. It would seem that some con- 
fusion arises directly from the misunder- 
standing of these two aspects of the 
problem, which are often not properly 
grasped by would-be investigators. 

From the professional viewpoint various 
reasons (in some instances excuses) have 
‘been advanced for the decrease in output 
per man-hour in the industry. To talk 
of lower output per man-hour is to pre- 
suppose a reliable figure of output per 
man-hour, and one can only assume that 
this index figure must be an average 
figure of output common within the 
industry before the war and yet within 
memory of present builders. So to say 
that output per man-hour is too low is 
tantamount to saying that the whole of 
the building industry, for one reason or 
another, is working less—in terms of out- 
put—than before the war. This con- 
clusion, on the evidence before us, appears 
reasonably sound, and various remedies 
are spoken of as being likely to meet the 
case. 


To be strictly logical one might assume 

that if the conditions of employment were 
the same now as they were when output 
was on a higher level, the output per 
man-hour would automatically right itself. 
It is here that some of the proposals lose 
most of their point, because conditions of 
employment generally within the industry 
are definitely better than the general level 
that prevailed before the war. Welfare 
facilities, for example—drying accommoda- 
tion, canteen facilities, provision of sup- 
plementary meals and drinks, etc.—are all 
greatly improved since the period of the 
“nineteen thirties.” On this showing it 
cannot be claimed that to better these 
facilities is necessarily to better output, 
because it is manifest that while these 
conditions are better for the individual 
the increase in terms of building costs is 
not being covered; though one must not 
lose sight of the fact that it could be 
stated that if it were not for these facilities 
output per man-hour would be even lower. 
But this proposition would be—on avail- 
able evidence—difficult to maintain and 
can, in considering the problem, be 
ignored. 

Wages are higher, too, than those paid 
before the war, but whether or no the 
available spending margin after increased 
costs of living and taxation, are deducted 
is a matter nearer to economics than to 
the problem of building output. But it 
should be noted in passing that the burden 
of income tax as it affects the ordinary 
man is becoming a very light load. 
Neither can one lose sight of the greater 
consumption of luxury goods and of the 
increased turnovers in entertainment and 
betting, which are obviously on an upward 
trend. It would appear that while com- 
avenge saving in one form or another may 

ave contributed to this surplus wealth of 
the individual, there is a strong possibility 
that some at least is surplus available 
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spending power derived from the increased 
wages now being paid. 

Supervision and site organisation are 
also factors in this problem that require 
scrutiny before being acceptable as a 
common standard to both periods under 
review. One must know what one means 
by these two terms before one can under- 
take to judge the relative excellence of 
these duties in the two periods. If for 
supervision we take that class of operative 
up to the general foreman level, and site 
organisation as that class of operative that 
completes a general contractor’s staff from 
the general foreman’s level, it would 
cover the requirements of definition suffi- 
cient for the purpose of this inquiry. 


Site Organisation and Supervision. 
Supervision—that is the direction by 


gangers, working foreman, etc., of 
operatives sufficiently supplied with 
necessary materials—appears to have 


deteriorated since the period before the 
war. It should be noted that the type of 
construction now being used is, if any- 
thing, more simple than that used before 
the war; and this being so it is reason- 
able to assume that this essential duty 
calls for no more skill on the part of this 
staff than was required before the war. 
But because of trainees, etc., being 
brought into the industry to boost pro- 
duction by increased operatives it has 
been necessary to increase the proportion 
of this staff in relation to the actual 
number of operatives carrying out the 
ordinary functions of the trade, From 
the professional viewpoint it is generally 
agreed that the type of individual is not 
being produced who is willing to equip 
himself with the necessary technical 
training to interpret a design in terms of 
trade operations. When one remembers 
that the larger proportion of output is in 
terms of houses—ordinary semi-detached 
or terrace houses averaging a thousand 
feet super or so—this is a matter of some 
concern both from the viewpoint of the 
industry and also from the national view- 
point in terms of general intelligence. 
Site organisation is a case in point 
which cannot be compared with anything 
that has gone before. In considering this 
oxge we can exclude the architect and 
is design because in the largest propor- 
tion of output, i.e., houses, his design is 
usually complete; except possibly for 
variation in type designs due to site con- 
ditions. Site organisation previous to the 
war was solely devoted to placing of 
adequate supplies of material at the points 
necessary to maintain the most efficient 
output. The supply position was from 
stock (more or less) in a stable market 
against personal contracts of sale. But in 
no material to-day is this so. The staff 
for site control has been vastly increased 
to cope with the procedure necessary to 
operate those systems of priority of dis- 
tribution that it has been considered 
essential to apply. It is significant that 
as the available stocks of basic buildin 
materials have decreased the concern wit 
decreased output has tended to assume 
greater proportions. To plan minimum 
amounts of material comparable with 
available man power is no easy task but 
requires the services of a trained building 
operative not only versed in the normal 
trade channels of supply but also able to 
judge the suitability of substitutes in the 
event of breakdown in planned supplies. 
The staff required for this delicate task is 
not ready-made; it must adapt itself to 
the problems as they become evident. It 
must also be noted that the services of 
this staff become more numerous as each 
new building work is opened up. It must 
be realised that to plan the supply of 
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material to arrive at the proper time 
calls not only. for initial planning but a 
day-to-day check (and possibly drastic 
alteration in the te e) during the 
currency of the planned operation. This 
essential staff necessitated by new condi- 
tions of supply not current during the 
period before the war must obviously be 
a drain on the personnel that would norm. 
ally have been available to exercise 
reater supervision of operatives produc- 
ing the finished apr 

t is convenient at this stage to sum- 
marise our findings so far. We find that : 

1. Welfare facilities and control of 
site conditions are better now than be- 
fore the war. 

2. Wages (actually paid) are higher 
now than before the war, and a case 
may be made out that available spend- 
ing power has also been increased. 

Supervision can be seen to have 
deteriorated since the war but this 
factor is complicated by the supple- 
menting of bona-fide operatives by 
trainees, etc. 

. Site organisation has completely 
altered in form from that which was 
necessary before the war. 

5. Site organisation is a drain on 
efficient supervision because of the in- 
creasing need of personnel (trained in 
building) to cope with difficulties and 
procedure of supplies. 

Broadly speaking, these five points cover 
the suggested approaches to the proper 
study of ways to increase output. But as 
yet we have not examined the tradesman 
(labourers being understood to be included 
in this classification) and his position in 
the problem... 


Causes of Decreased Output. 

We found that the output per man-hour 
for the industry has decreased—that the 
operative is working less effectively, and 
as his output in trade operations had 
decreased, he is probably working less 
hard. 

It is reasonable to assume that, due to 
lack of proper supervision, he cannot work 
so effectively, but as we have been 
educated to the belief that the intelligent 
artisan is capable of working without the 
‘‘ taskmaster ”’ of former times being in 
dancing attendance on the workman, this 
point loses a great deal of its force as a 
reason for poor results. At best it can 
be quoted only as an excuse for lack of 
output, and in any case, the main product 
being houses—largely repetition work— 
the ordinary individual should learn the 
full working detail of his particular trade 
in the finished whole after completing the 
first unit or so of the scheme. 

There is another consideration that 
might influence lack of output per man- 
hour in terms of finished trade operations, 
and that is lack of materials, but as this 
is something that is quite outside the 
tradesman’s control we can ignore it for 
the time being, although it is a factor 
that must be taken account of at the 
proper. time. 

We are now left with the main leakage 
of loss of output—the inability of the 
operative engaged in the trade operations 
to maintain at least the average output 
of pre-war years. While one can view 
the general problem objectively with some 
measure of success, when it comes to this 
point one is always likely to be accused 
of being biased or having an axe to grind. 
It is therefore necessary to face the facts, 
and one must obtain the greatest num- 
ber of opinions from as many different 
sources as possible in .an effort to 
minimise the personal view. Within the 
industry—through a representative cross- 
section of every sphere of operations—it 
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is held that output per man-hour has 


decreased. Coupled with this fact is the 


further observation that the quality or 
standard of workmanship of the trades 
has also been reduced. This appears to 
be a significant point to consider and 
should be pursued more fully. Before 
the war it was usually the case that if 
keen supervision—with a view to increased 
output—was applied, the quality of work- 
manship was to some extent sacrificed. 
But even so, it was not always the case 
that, because increased output was re- 
quired, good craftsmanship was absent 
from the finished product, although one 
could always hear that if one had been 
allowed more time the standard of work- 
manship would have been greatly im- 
proved. To-day output is down and crafts- 


manship is to a large extent reduced to a- 


very low level. It can only mean that 
the operative is lacking in interest in 
his task, and means whereby the apathy 
to his trade output can be removed must 
be sought. We have seen that his com- 
fort and ‘welfare on the site have been 
vastly improved, he is paid higher wages, 
he is paid a guaranteed minimum wage 
in inclement weather, the work to be car- 
ried out is, generally speaking, in his own 
home town, and he khows that for most 
of his life full-time occupation within his 
trade is assured. Further, there is the 
desperate need of house accommodation. 
With all these improved considerations in 
kind and the appeal to the man’s social 
consciénce it is strange that production 
has decreased rather than _ increased. 
Indeed, one can only wonder whether, 
having regard to the fact that appeal has 
been made to his pocket, his creature com- 
forts, to his sense of security in employ- 
ment and to his moral sense, it is 
possible to find further avenues of 
approach to the elusive goal of increased 
output. 


The Man’s Reaction. 

There is one further factor to be 
examined and that is the man’s reaction 
to his work. Every person within the 
industry is conscious of the needs of the 
community, of the services of his occupa- 
tion, but it is in the attitude of the 
group mind that the trouble has arisen. 
The vastness of the problem of rebuilding 
the country has lifted the personal busi- 
ness of building to a higher level of at- 
tention than at any other time in history. 
It is spoken of as being equal to a mili- 
tary operation, and like a military opera- 
tion it has been given significant political 
consideration. In fact, it is being directed 
by politicians and coloured by political 
declarations of varying shades. Political 
differences argued on the sites before 
the war did not influence the out- 
put per man-hour one jot. But the same 
cannot be said to-day. The opinion has 
been ‘‘ worked ’’ on the average artisan 
that one section of the industry is try- 
ing to provide the finished products of 
building and another section is concerned 
solely in exacting the greatest amount of 
easy profit from these exertions. Difficul- 
ties of supply of materials and under- 
staffing of components-manufacturing 
plants are being -construed to mean non- 
co-operation in Government building 
policy on political grounds. Apathy is 
being engendered in artisans by the in- 
sistence with which persons in responsible 
positions proclaim that the virtues of the 
ordinary man are being robbed of real 
lasting value by the vices of those people 
who are supposed to be moved only by the 
profit motive. Discontent has been intro- 
duced into the industry at the points where 
the complicated machinery of building has 
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been most weakened by post-war troubles. 
Every difficulty of shortage of supply and 
effective supervision has been construed as 
a further defiance of the well-being of the 
community. But this is not reasonable 
and grievances can be shown to be the 
direct result of too high aims by the 
people directing the building programme. 


These observations on the political as- . 


pects of this problem are not pegs on 
which to hang any particular political 
theory but are merely objective record- 
ings of factors within the puzzle of de- 
creased output as it appears to any un- 
biased onlooker. 

At the end of the war in Europe a fine 
state of optimism ruled in high places 
as to the capacity of the building in- 
dustry to rebuild the shattered homes of 
this devastated land. It was a state of 
mind to which the ordinary people gave 
their whole-hearted support. Indeed, any 
political party was committed to a vast 
building programme. It would appear 
that too great a volume of new work has 
been started without adequate stocks of 
the basic materials for the economical 
completion of these projects. To start 
new works in these circumstances is to 
delay the final completion dates of all 
current contracts. This in turn tends to 
disperse the available labour force over 
too wide an area of operations and to 
give those operatives the idea that as 
orderly progression of work cannot be 
maintained, reduced output will tide over 
the slack periods so brought about. 
It also brings into prominence that 
staff of overworked individuals on site 
control (whom we have seen already 
swamped by the mass of detail of what 
we now must assume to be normal trade 
difficulties) who have to cope with plan- 
ning for an ultimately finished pro- 
gramme many times in excess of the 
capabilities of the supplies of materials. 
This is realised by the Minister of Health 
and given point by his ‘‘ Roofs on by the 
end of the year”’ campaign. Similar re- 
sults from similar causes can be quoted 
almost endlessly, but it would appear to 
any reasonable mind that the magnitude 
of the task of rebuilding has outstripped 
the quality of mind necessary to implement 
that programme, and at this point a re-cast 
of our observations may be of advantage. 
We find that :— 


1. Collectively output per man-hour is 
down on pre-war figures. 

2. The volume of work started greatly 
exceeds the capabilities of the manufac- 
turer to supply the basic materials. 

3. Site control organisation units, by 
the very newness of their task, are as yet 
generally too inexperienced and under- 
staffed to cope with the complications of 
the conditions brought about by shortage 
of supplies. 

4. The urge to start new works has out- 
stripped the capacity of the stock pile to 
maintain that surplus of basic materials 
which is an essential to successful phasing. 

5. Personalities (in broad political divi- 
sions) have been allowed to enter the field 
of effective output in a way that was non- 
existent before the war. 

6. The operative carrying out the trade 
operations has lost interest in his craft and 
consequently in his output. 


Conclusions. i 

It remains for us now to face the facts 
of the whole case and draw what conclu- 
sions we can from this examination of the 
evidence of one’s own eyes. 

The industry—employers and operatives 
individually—has pledged itself to help 


the Government to increase output to the 
limit of its capacity, so full co-operation 
on principles is assu In order to give 
greater efficiency to the building pro- 
gramme it is essential that the long-term 
view be taken, and it is suggested that the 
following recommendations would meet 
the case :— ‘ 

1. An immediate curtailment of new 
works above the capacity of the manufac- 
ture of basic building materials, so that 
stocks equal to at least six months’ con- 
sumption would be available to cover day- 
to-day emergencies and also to give effec- 
tiveness to planned progressing. 

2. A cessation of the fanning of political 
prejudice—i.e., do not suggest that any 
one section of the industry is any less 
virtuous than another in service to the 
community. 

3. The application of some method 
whereby operatives are rewarded for in- 
creased output. If this must be by a 
system of payment by results, then the 
basic figure should be an agreed one at 
least equal to the average pre-war output 
figure. 

4. An attempt be made to re-educate 
the operative to the fact that increased 
standards of living are only available with 
greater output per man-hour, and that it 
is only by this measure of output that 
economic stability can be maintained. 

5. That the operative be encouraged to 
apply himself to his craft in an effort to 
increase his interest in the finished build- 
ing as a whole and to achieve greater 
efficiency of output through greater tech- 
nical knowledge. 

6. That immediate steps be taken within 
the industry to train men in the proper 
duties of supervision and site control, so 
that these two understaffed units can be 
used more effectively to increase building 
trade output, 

It is suggested that if these reeommenda- 
tions were carried through, greater mate- 
vial benefits to the operatives would 
follow, but it should be realised that 
negative criticism of the other man is not 
the proper solution of any problem, and 
merely to offer bribes by way of bigger 
and better material benefits is not the 
most effective way of dealing with this 
great problem. 


AS IT WAS IN THE OLD DAYS 


To tHE Eprror or The Builder, 

Sm,—Will you allow me to answer the 
letter appearing in 7’he Builder, Novem- 
ber 29, on ‘‘ Production in the Building 
Industry.”” Your correspondent says 
that. 40 or 50 years ago houses were built 
for £135 to £250 per house. He does not 
add that a bricklayer’s pay at that time 
was 6d. per hour, and a labourer’s 34d., 
neither does he say that good timber could 
be ‘bought for from £10 to £12 per 
standard, whereas to-day you cannot buy 
anything like it for £60 per standard. 
Moreover, the best fletton bricks were 
delivered on site for £1 per 1,000, while 
the best red, sand-faced bricks for cottage 
frontages were £2 per 1,000. 

I am over 65 years of age, and still go 
to work, and my experience is that men 
still do a fair day’s work. A bricklayer 
who lays 50 bricks per hour on the class 
of work that councils are putting into 
their housing schemes, 11-in. cavity work, 
43-in. inside party walls, etc., is doing 
his duty. It is my opinion, too, that all 
workers in the building industry are not 
getting enough to eat these days. 

CHARLES BRAYBROOKE. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs. 














IN PARLIAMENT 


Building Labour. * 

Mr. Sreppen asked the Minister of Works if 
he would state what percentage of labour in 
the building industry was engaged in the hous- 
ing programme, repairs of war-damaged houses, 
factories and cinemas or other luxury buildings, 


tively. 

te. ToMLIXeON said that it was estimated that 
in the building and civil engineering industries 
in Great Britain at the end of September, _, 
36 per cent. of the male operatives aged 16 an 
over were engaged on new housing (includin 
site preparation, conversions and adaptations), 
16 per cent. on war-damage repairs to houses 
and flats, some of which were unfit for occupa- 
tion, and 9 per cent. on factories, including both 
new construction and maintenance. The re- 
mainder were engaged on other work, including 
priority construction and repair and mainten- 
ance of houses and industria! buildings. i 

Mr. Georce Isaacs, Minister of Labour, in 
reply to Mr. Gammans, said that at October 14 
the number of insured men aged 16 and over 
in the building industry registered as unem- 
ployed in Great Britain, was 16,644. _ 

Answering Mr. Lyng, Mr. Isaacs said that the 
estimated number of bricklayers in employment 
in the building and civil engineering industries 
in England and Wales at the end of October 
was 93,000. The number still serving in the 
Forces was about 6,400. 


Building Black Market. ce 
Mr, Sparks asked the Minister of Health in 
view of the disquieting features revealed at the 
recent meeting of the Building Industries Con- 
gress in London, what proposals were being 
considered for ending black-market building 
ractices and augmenting the building labour 
force engaged on permanent housing construc- 
tion in the London and'Greater London areas. 
Mr. Bevan said that steps had already been 
taken by the Minister of Works to deal with 
black market activities within the London 
Region. In addition, he was discussing with 
local authorities the delegation to them of 
wer to institute proceedings under Defence 
egulations 56A. Conferences with local 
authorities had recently been held in London 
with the object of securing drastic cuts in the 
volume of licensing and the consequent transfer 
of as many nee | workers as possible to 
work on permanent housing. 


1947 Housing Programme. 

Mr. P. Freeman asked the Minister of Health 
whether he would issue a table showing the 
number of permanent houses, including those to 
be prefabricated, separately, that each local 
authority was hoping to build during 1947. 

Mr. Bevan said he hoped to be able to 
announce shortly a national housing programme 
for 1947. It would, however, be some time before 
each local authority’s share could be estimated 
and it would in any event be necessary to leave 

elasticity. Y 
oey1scoUNT HN CHINGBROOKE asked how it came 
about that the Minister was not able to 
announce a national housing programme for 
1946. 

Mr. Bevan: The fact that we are now able 
to poe with much greater certainty supplies 
of Both labour and materials’ and, aS soon as 
we are able to do so, we will place before the 
House 2 poepume which = Bag be able to 
xamine and, I am sure, applaud. 
TR. R. n ee wed shes apely oe sof 
rogramme for the completion of houses by 
Si of this year, announced by the Minister 
P . 
sg, I am unable to announce with 
complete certitude that the 1947 programme will 
not retrospective to 1946. 

Cor, Ponsonsy : that mean that many 

local gathoriies have already got their plans 
1947 

mr athe : It is a fact that the local authori- 

ties have more houses under contract than the 

building industry can build in 147. ‘ 

Mr. Benenan : Is it intended to publish this 
statement before the end of the year? 

Mr. Bevan: I am hoping to find some 
vehicle for letting the House know what the 
proposals are before the Christmas Recess, but 
there may be some difficulty. 


Privately Built Houses. 

Mr. Hare asked the Minister of Health 
whether he would consider raising the figure of 
£1,200 which private individuals were now per- 
mitted to spend on the construction of a “new 

ouse. : 

‘Sin, Bevan said that this, along with other 
relevant matters, would be considered in con- 
nection with the housing programme for 1947. 

Mr. Hare: Does not the right hon. gentleman 
agree, in view of the very considerable rise in 
the cost of building materials during the last 
nine months, and in view of the fact that, as 
far as the local authorities are concerned, he is 
prepared to raise his own ceiling figures, it is 
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an injustice, and that something should be 
done as soon as possible to enable private 
builders to build? 

Mr. Bevan: In the case of houses for sale in 
1946, private builders have already had a dis- 
proportionate share of the houses completed. 

Mr. Derex Watker-Smitu : Will the right hon. 
gentleman also bear in mind the possibility and 
desirability of reducing building costs by elimi- 
nating bad distribution of materials and return- 
ing, as far as possible, to the 1938 standards of 
output? 

Mr. Bevan: I ehould like to have examples 
of bad distribution. I would remind hon. Mem- 
bers that distribution is now in the hands of 
private enterprise. 


Smoke Abatement and District Heating. 


Mr. Janner asked the Minister of Health 
whether, in view of the expense and delay in- 
volved by the present procedure under which 
local authorities who wished to take effective 
action with regard to smoke abatement and the 
provision of district heating schemes must in- 
dividually seek powers for that purpose, he 
would consider legislation at an early date 
giving general powers to appropriate local 
authorities in these matters. 

Mr. Bevan said that these matters were now 
being examined with a view to the introduc- 
tion, when opportunity permits, of the necessary 
legislation. 


Questions to Operatives. 

Major Guy Luoyp asked the Lord President 
of the Council how many women were being 
employed by his department in putting ques- 
tions to building operatives; if he would give a 
list. of. these questions and state their purpose 
and the annual cost of this procedure. 

Mr. H. Morrison: Two women psychologists 
are being employed by the Medical Research 
Council, for the purpose referred to at a total 
approximate cost of £1,000 pe annum, as part 
of an investigation undertaken at the request 
of the Ministry of Works. The purpose is to 
ascertain facts likely to be helpful in promot- 
ing the well-being and efficiency of workers in 
the building industry. The questions may. be 
in any form considered suitable for eliciting the 
required information about work and working 
conditions and the effect of these on the men. 
The inquiries are made only after full consul- 
tation and with the approval of representa- 
tives of the industry, including both manage- 
ment and workers, and have been very well 
received. 


Stevenage Inquiry. 

Mr. Wacker Suir asked the Minister of Town 
and Country Planning whether, in view of the 
volume of evidence given at the Stevenage In- 
quiry against the proposals to set up a new 
town, he was prepared to publish reasons for 
his decision. 

Mr. Suxin: The letter which was sent on 
November 8 from my Department to the local 
authorities concerned and to all who had given 
notice of their objection to the proposal, made 
clear why I considered that. the objections 
raised at the public local inquiry at Stevenage 
disclosed no sufficient ground for abandoning 
the proposal to develop a new town there—a 
project which I am satisfied is expedient in the 
national interest. A copy of this letter was 
made available to the Press. 


London Bombed Churches Sites. 

Mr. DriserG asked the Minister of Town and 
Country Planning if he would ensure that the 
sites of such bom churches in the City of 


- London as were not to be rebuilt were retained 


for ever as open spaces for the refreshment. of 
City workers and a memorial to those who died 
in the bombing of London. 

Mr. Sitxin: I shall certainly ensure that the 
City of London Plan, before it is accepted as a 
basis for redevelopment, makes adequate pro- 
vision for open spaces for the pleasure and 
recreation of City workers. It does not neces- 
sarily follow, however, that the sites of 
churches which are not to be rebuilt will be 
the most suitable for this purpose. The pro- 
vision of open spaces as a memorial to the 
victims of bombing may commend itself to 
those responsible for acquiring and laying out 
the ground, but that is not a matter with which 
I am directly concerned. 


Heating of Houses. 


Mr, Janner asked the Minister of Fuel and 
Power whether, as it was. now proved that the 
initial cost of installing the most efficient and 
scientific devices in houses for the use of coal 
for ar and cooking purposes was more 
than repaid over a period of years by the savin; 
of coal which results, he would set up a sma 
sub-committee to recommend the best means 
for ensuring that this initial cost should not 
prove an insuperable barrier in the way of 
providing scientific and up-to-date coal-burning 
apparatus in all new houses. 
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Mr. Sainwe..: An official Interdepartmental 
Committee on Domestic Heating already exists. 
This Committee is arranging for all practicable 
steps to be taken to increase — es of fuel- 
burning appliances of improv types as 
rapidly as possible and to ensure that they 
shall installed in all new houses. The 
Minister of Health informs me that improved 
saprenens will not be cut out of the plans sub- 
mitted to him on account of additional cost. 


Westminster Hall Roof. 


Mr. DriserG asked the Minister of Works if, 
during. the restoration of Westminster Hall, he 
would instal lighting of a suitable character 
for the illumination of the roof. 

_Mr, Tomuinson said that the system of flood- 
lighting, which was installed at the time of 
the King George .V Jubilee and retained -for 
occasional use until the roof was damaged in 
1941, would be replaced when the roof repairs 
were completed. 


Brick Supplies. 

Winc-ComManDeR Ro.anp Rosinson asked the 
Minister of Works in what parts of the country 
there was now a surplus of bricks; and whether 
he was taking steps to send these surplus 
bricks to other parts of the country in which 
there: might be’ a shortage. 

Mr. TomLinson said there were stocks of bricks 
in all regions, but the. aggregate these 
were no more than, one quarter of the 
stocks at the end of 1945. In three regions 
where stocks were rising (the East and 
West. Ridings, © North Midlands, and 
the North Western region), the Minister of 
Health had requested local authorities to. 
arrange for building contractors to order and 





accept delivery of bricks during the winter . 


against their requirements in the first half of 
1 It.was open to local authorities and con- 
tractors in other parts of the country to make 
purchases from these regions if they were pre- 
pared to meet the cost of transport. 

Mr. Davin Jones asked the Minister of Works 
what was the.cost of transporting bricks from 
Belgium to north-east coast ports and South 
Wales ports, respectively; and whether it would 
not be cheaper to explore the possibilities of 
manufacturing «bricks from granulated slag 
obtainable from furnaces, a plentiful supply of 
which was available adjoining the existing steel 
plants. 

Mr. Tomutnson : The cost of delivering Belgian 
bricks at the north-east ports is about £8 10s. 
per thousand, and at the South Wales ports £9 

r thousand. The possibility of producing 
ranulated slag from furnaces is 

at the moment. 


ricks from 
being explore 


Priority Work. 

Mr. H. D. Hugues asked the Minister of 
Works what steps were being taken to divert 
the employment of the 324,000 building workers 
at present engaged on moe purty work to new. 
housing and other essential work. | 

Mr. Tomutnson: The majority of the workers: 
to whom my hon. friend refers are-enga; on: 
work which has been licensed by the Govern- 
ment and local authorities, including new 
factories and other projects important to the 
economic life of the community. The re- 
mainder are engaged mainly upon essential 
maintenance and repair of houses and indus- 
trial buildings. This work has already been 
severely restricted, but arrangements have re- 
cently been made for a further reduction in the 
licences with a view to making more men avail- 
able for work which is given a.higher priority. 
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THE BUILDERS “AND 
HOUSING 


Mr. FORSDIKE’S REPLY TO CRITICISMS 

Mr. W. H. Forsprkz, President of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, in the course of two speeches 
made last week at Putney and Liverpool, 
respectively, clarified the present position 
of the building industry and replied effec- 
tively to much current criticism. 

The first address was to members of 
the London Master Builders’ Association, 
Central No. 5 Area, in Zeeta’s Restaurant, 
Putney; on Tuesday, December 3. Mr. 
G. A. Dean, Chairman of the Area, pre- 
sided, and among those present were 
Mr. Stanley Hearder, Director of the 
National Federation, c 
Garrett, President, and Mr. G. H. A. 
Hughes, Director, of the L.M.B.A. 

Nothing could be more unjust (said Mr. 
Forsdike) than to try to place the whole 
of the responsibility for the slowness in 
completing houses on the shoulders of the 
builders. The two main reasons for this 
slowness are that too much other work 
has been licensed and that too many 
houses have been begun. No amount of 
talk about the black market can alter the 
fact that the total number of houses now 
under construction has grown faster than 
the supply of materials and fittings needed 
to finish them, and that the available 
building labour force is spread in such a 
way as to get results not in 1946, but in 
1947. 

For neither of these has the builder the 
slightest responsibility. And the applica- 
tion of the Essential Work Order to tem- 
porary housing schemes has been most 
detrimental to permanent house-building. 
The present feeling of frustration and the 
present disappointments are due to the 
fact that promises were made at _ the 
General Election which builders had all 
along said could not be fulfilled. — f 

The three main adverse factors, in addi- 
tion to the placing of too many contracts, 
are the black market, the registration of 
large numbers of operatives as builders, 
and the reluctance of men to travel when 
there is plenty of work for them near 
their homes. : 

Though the black market is not so ex- 
tensive as is often assumed, and though 
far more men are being absorbed in indus- 
trial building and reconstruction than is 
generally believed, it is considerable. We 
have, co-operated, and shall go on co- 
operating, with the Government in every 
way possible in trying to stamp it out. 

I would point out, however, that if 
every one of the 12 million householders 
in England and Wales were able to, and 
did, exercise his right to have done with- 
out licence £44 worth of work per year, 
the total cost would be £528 millions, the 
equivalent of well over 400,000 new 
houses. None of this would be black 
market work. On the other hand, if none 
of it were carried out, there would be 
large-scale unemployment, because, even 
with a sufficiency of materials, it is not 
possible to employ the whole of the build- 
ing force on the building of new houses. 


Too Many Master Builders. 

As regards registration, I believe in giv- 
ing every operative the opportunity of 
Indeed, we must do 
so if the industry is to attract the best 
men, and many of the great firms of to- 
day were founded by men who began as 
operatives. But the recent increases in 
numbers is alarming, and if the matter 
were looked at solely from the point of 
view of the national interest, it might be 
thought that, for the time being at any 
rate, these men would be better employed 
in manning the permanent housing sites 





and Mr. E. W.. 


THE BUILDER 


than in running firms so small that they 
can undertake only works of repair. 

As regards travelling, I am glad to say 
that we and our operative friends have 
been hammering out, and have practical! 
reached agreement on, a new rule whic 
will, I hope do much to overcome the pre- 
sent reluctance to travel. 

Mr. Bevan has attacked contractors 
who, in addition to building new houses 
for local authorities, are building houses 
privately and carrying out legitimate re- 
pairs. Instead of blaming them, I say 
he should have recognised the great help 
which they have given, and are giving, to 
local authorities. These contractors are 
amongst the best in the land, and it is be- 
cause of their widespread activities that 
they are able not only to put the best of 
their men on to permanent housing, but 
to organise them into balanced gangs. 
Without such gangs there cannot be full 
output. 


SHARING THE PROGRAMME 

Mr. Forsprke was the guest of honour 
of the Liverpool Federation of Building 
Trades Employers at a dinner in Liver- 
pool last week, on December 4, when he 
made his second speech, in the course of 
which he said critics of the pre-war policy 
of encouraging the building of houses by 
the private builder overlook, it may ve 
deliberately, that one of the main objects 
of that policy was to enable local authori- 
ties to concentrate on slum clearance and 
the abatement of overcrowding. That 
pay was so successful that when war 
roke out slum dwellings were being 
demolished in large numbers each year. 

As regards controls, all of us will agree 
with your distinguished City Architect 
and Director of Housing, Mr. Keay, who, 
when speaking recently as President of 
the R.I.B.A., said that more should be 
left for decision to the man on the spot. 
Ever since the end of the war we have 
been pressing vigorously for the removal 
of the Essential Work Order, and I am 
glad to be able to say that we have just 
eard from Mr. Isaacs, the Minister of 
Labour, that he has decided to end that 
Order for the whole of our industry as 
from March 31; 1947. 
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As an industry we have recently come 
in for considerable criticism. Yet only a 
month or so ago Lord Addison, giving 
the house production figures up to Sep- 
tember 30, said :— 

“‘T think that to have done that 
within 15 months after the end of 
the war, notwithstanding our difficul- 
ties, is an exceedingly creditable per- 
formance and nothing to be apologised 
for.’”’ 

And Mr. Aneurin Bevan has said that 
we have not been surpassed by any other 
country in the world. Well, the Govern- 
nent cannot have it both ways. Either 
they are doing well or badly on housing. 
Ir they are doing well, then we must be 
doing .well,: too, for we are doing almost 
all the.work. If they are doing badly, 
let them examine the beam in their own 
eye before worrying about—and trying to 
magnify—the mote in ours. 


Houses to Let and Sell. 

During the Lye period of acute 
shortage it is clear that the main need 
is for houses to let. It is also clear that 
the houses should go not to those with 
the deepest pockets, but to those in the 
greatest need. But that need is widely 
distributed amongst all classes, and under 
a wise long-term housing policy each 
householder would be given the oppor- 
tunity of deciding for himself whether he 
would be a tenant or an owner. a 

As the supply of materials increases I 
hope that the private builder will be in- 
creasingly encouraged to build houses 
both for letting and for sale under a 
scheme which, with suitable local control, 
will provide for the payment of a sub- 
sidy to the purchaser or tenant. Unless 
something like this is done I cannot see 
houses being erected at the rate of be- 
tween 300, and 400,000 a year, and I 
despair of ever seeing the great work of 
slum clearance resumed. 

I am a great admirer of the local gov- 
ernment machine, but I am sure that if 
the local authorities, who know the Iocal 
conditions and the local builders better 
than any central authority, were given 
more responsibility, we should once again 
see that friendly spirit of rivalry which 
did so much to uce houses and reduce 
costs towards the end of the inter-war 
period. 

Pending a reduction of building costs, 
the limit of £1,200 (£1,300 in London) 
fixed in 1945 as the selling price of new 
privately-built houses should be increased. 
Costs have gone up at least £100, and 
there is no justification whatever for Mr. 
Aneurin Bevan’s refusal to increase the 
limit by that amount. The building of 
new houses for sale at reasonable prices is 
the only corrective at the present time to 
the fantastically high prices which are 
being obtained for existing and often 
very much inferior houses. 

Whilst there is so much misery caused 
by the shortage of homes there is bound 
to be criticism. But we are nearing the 
season of good will on earth, and I appeal 
once again for less recrimination and 
more co-operation all round. 

By its past actions the National Federa- 
tion has shown that it is always prepared 
to co-operate with all men of good will in 
carrying out efficiently and speedily the 
great task which lies ahead. We builders 
realise that we are the servants of the 
public, and that the people want, and 
deserve, good homes. We shall do our 
best to meet that need. 

Mr. Bevan’s decision to give us a pro- 
gramme for 1947 will, provided it is a 
practicable one, do much to help. Our 
record for 1946 entitles us to face 1947 
with a feeling-of sober confidence; I be- 
lieve that 1947 will be a year in which 
performance will take the place of 
promise, 

















LAW REPORTS 


WAR DAMAGE COMMISSION’S LIA- 
BILITY IN CASE OF OLD DEFECTIVE 
WALLS DAMAGED BY BOMB 

HicuH Court or JUSTICE. 
Before Mr. JustTICE VAISEY. 


In re Houses Nos. 36, 38, 40 and 42, 
Jamaica-street, Stepney, their ners 
v. the War Damage Commission. 
This case, which came before the Court 
on a motion initiated by way of Origi- 
nuting Summons, raised the question 
whether the War Damage Commission 
nad to pay to the owners of the houses 
Nos. 36, 58, 40 and 42, Jamaica-street, 
Stepney, London, E., the whole cost of re- 
buiiding the front walls of the four houses 
which had been damaged by enemy 
action, as the owners contended, or only 
a proportion of the cost having regard to 
the defective state of the walls before 
the bombing occurred, as the Commission 

alleged. 

The material facts were that the houses 
were structurally damaged owing to the 
explosion of a bomb which affected the 
stability of the front walls of the four 
houses, all of which were old. The 

resent case was concerned only with the 
ront walls, of which were, it was 
admitted, in a bad condition, but it was 
alleged by the owners that those defects 
had been so accentuated by the blast 
effect that all the front walls had to be 
rebuilt. 

The Commission decided that inas- 
much as the walls were defective befdre 
the bombing took place the proportion of 
the proper cost to be borne by the Com- 
mission in each of the houses was 40 per 
cent. and this was later reduced to 33% per 
eent. From this result the owners now 
appealed upon the ground that in the cir- 
cumstances the Commission should bear 
the whole of the cost. 

. His lordship, in the course of giving 
judgment in favour of the 6 Fr paren 
said he thought that the principle of such 
an apportionment of the cost of rebuilding 
the walls based on and having regard to 
their condition before the occurrence of 
the bomb damage was in itself fair and 
reasonable, but the solution of the ques- 
tion depended on the actual expressions 
of the War Damage Act, 1943. In that 
Act war damage was defined as ‘‘ damage 
occurring (whether accidentally or not) as 
the direct result of action taken by the 
enemy.” That expression “ direct result” 
was in his opinion very important and on 
its true meaning the decision in the 
present case largely depended. It was 
admitted that this case fell under the 
head “‘ cost of works ’’ as one for a “‘ cost 
of works” payment as Section 7 of the 
Act provided that in the case of a de- 
veloped hereditament the payment 
should be a payment of cost of works 
unless the war damage involved total loss 
which, of course, it did not do in the 
present case. The decision in this case 
turned on a question of law arising out 
of the words of the Act itself. It was so 
far as he knew the first case of its kind 
and he had no previous judicial. pro- 
nouncement to ide him. Three- 
quarters of two of the front walls and the 
whole of the other two front walls had 
had to be pulled down and rebuilt, and 
he could not see how it could be known 
whether the same or a less amount of 
work would have had to be done if the 
four walls had just previously to the time 
when the bombing occurred been free 
from all structural defect. There was no 
finding to the effect that the walls would 
have fallen down within any reasonable 
distance of time if no enemy action had 
injured them. In his opinion, the 
damage which necessitated the work of 
reinstatement was the direct result of the 
explosion and the explosion was the 
immediate cause of the damage and not 
merely a contributory cause acting in con- 
junction with the structural defects as 
another contributory cause. Even if those 
defects constituted a causa sine qua non 
the enemy action was none the less the 
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sole causa proxima, which was merely 
another way of saying that the damage 
occurred as the direct result. 

He (his lordship) declared that the pay- 
ment to be made by the Commission was 
to cover the whole of the cost of the works 
in question, but he would not make a 
declaratory order in any general terms, 
although doubtless his decision in the 

resent case would affect many others. 

e thought, having regard to the impor- 
tance of the question involved in this 
case, the matter was one well meriting his 
judgment being reviewed by the higher 
Courts and possibly calling for some 
amending legislation. ; 

His lordship accordingly gave judg- 
ment for the appellants on the question 
raised in the summons and ordered the 
Commission to pay the costs of the 
appeal. 

Mr. Montagu, K.C., and Mr. M. Hoare 
appeared_in support, of the appeal; and 
Me M. Rowe, K.C., and Mr. H. 0. Danck- 
werts for the War Damage Commission. 


DIRECTION AS TO PROCEDURE IN 
RENT RESTRICTION ACTIONS 


County Courts Preferable to High Court 
K1neq’s BencH DIVISION. 
Before Mr. Justice DENNING. 

Smith v. Poulter. 

This case, which. came before the judge 
on the appeal of the defendant, e 
tenant of a dwelling-house protected by 
the Rent Restriction Acts, from the order 
of a Master in Chambers refusing to set 
aside a ju ent for possession of the 
house signed by the plaintiff the land- 
lord, raised an important question on 
sche at under Section 3 of the Rent 

trictions (Amendment) Act, 1933. 

The material facts, as stated by: 
the Judge in his judgment, were that the 
defendant, the tenant, did not pay to 
the landlord rent after April 22, 1946, the 
tenant alleging that the landlord not 
paying the tax on the house, and the 

an Revenue as a consequence 
demanding payment from him (the 
defendant), he saved a, og rent weekly 
to pay Inland Revenue the sum due from 
the landlord. The landlord said he did 
not pay the tax because the tenant did 
not pay the rent. 

His lordship said he would not stay to 
consider the merits of the dispute, he 
being then only concerned with what took 
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place in consequence of it. The land- 
lord served the tenant with notice to 
quit, claiming possession of the house, 
arrears of rent, and mesne profits. As 
the tenant did not formally enter an 
appearance to the action (the tenant 
saying that he did not understand what 
“entering an appearance”’ meant), the 
landlord signed judgment against the 
tenant for the relief he claimed and costs, 
The landlord then took out a summons 
under the Courts’ (Emergency Powers) 
Act for leave to proceed. That was 
served on the tenant, and thereupon the 
latter applied to the master in chambers 
to set aside the judgment, he (the 
tenant) claiming the protection of the 
Rent Restriction Acts. The master re- 
fused the yey and then the land- 
lord applied for and was given leave to 
enforce the judgment by writ of 
possession. The tenant now appealed 
against the refusal of the master to set 
aside the judgment. 

His lordship said he thought the judg- 
ment was wrong for two reasons. When 
a house was one to which the Rent 
Restriction Acts applied, even though 
some rent was in arrear and unpaid, the 
Court had no power to make an order 
or give judgmeyt for possession unless 
the Court considered it reasonable to do 
so. That provision limited the jurisdic- 
tion of the Court, and the result was that 
in any case where there was reason to 
think that the house was within the 
Acts, it was the duty of the Court to see 
whether the conditions required by the 
Act were satisfied, even though not 
pleaded or raised by the tenant. That 
was not done in this case before judg- 
ment was signed. 

In such cases as the present, the pro- 
cedure in the County Court was better 
suited for carrying out the intentions of 
the legislature-than the procedure in the 
High Court, and in cases under the Rent 
Restriction Acts the legislature had dis- 
couraged proceedings in the High Court 
by disentitling the plaintiff to any costs. 

In these circumstances the appeal 
would be allowed, the judgment set 
aside, and no costs awarded to the land- 
lord, and the case remitted to the 
Watford County Court. Order accord- 


ly. 
Phe defendant appeared in person in 
support of his appeal, and Mr. Claude 
Duveen represented the respondent, the 
landlord. 


sista EXPORT LICENSING 
~ |CONTROL 


The Export of Goods Shaken (Amend- 
ment) Order, 1946*, made by the Board of 
Trade on November 27, and operative as 
from December 9, makes certain changes 
in the export licensing control of exports. 
One of the changes is the reimposition 
of control on the export of certain hand 
and bench tools needed for the housing 
programme, etc. 

The goods (Group 6 (2) Tools, hand 
and bench, with or without handles) 
affected by this Order are: Bevels, car- 
penters’ or joiners’; bits, auger; braces, 


woodworkers’; chisels, woodworkers’; 
clamps and cramps, woodworkers’; 
gauges, woodworkers’; glass cutters, 
wheel type; gouges, woodworkers’: 


pincers, carpenters’; planes of metal or 
wood; saws, hand and tenon; shears, 
tailors’ cutters’, with table and thumb 
rests; squares, carpenters’ or joiners’; 
trowels, bricklayers’, plasterers’ and 
pointing; vices, carpenters’. Such hand 
and bench tools will in future require 
export licences. 





Development on Agricultural Land. 

The Ministry of Town and Country 
Planning have issued to local planning 
authorities, county councils and joint 
town and country planning committees 
Circular ‘No. 28, with ‘Applications for 
Permission to Carry Out Private Develop- 
ment on Agricultural Land.” Copies. 
from H.M.S8.0., price 1d. 


«| *§.R. & O. 1946 No. 1998, price 1d. 
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INQUIRY BUREAU 


We are glad to give questions and 
answers, but cannot accept responsibility 
jor contributed replies, especially on legal 
matters, 

We do not undertake to reply to in- 
quiries concerning proprietary. materials. 

-Ep. 


Corrugated Iron Roof. 

Q.—I have a workshop that has a corru- 
gated iron roof. A certain amount of boil- 
ng is done in this workshop, and steam 
arises, which, in cold weather, results in 
onstant dripping of moisture. 

Can you, inform me of any treatment 
other han boarding the inside, to over- 
come this nuisance ? E. Farrueap. 

A.—We should have preferred to know 


the nature of the work carried out. In. 


the case of a corrugated iron roof it is 
essential to have an inner lining; we sug- 
gest a 4-in. thick insulating board. This 
will prevent condensation to a very great 
degree. We would mention that atten- 
tion must be given to ventilation and 
circulation. If steam comes direct off 
boilers these should have metal hoods, 
the steam being conveyed outside the 
building. G. W. H. 


Green “ Mould” on Brickwork. 

Q.—The bricks at the base of a brick 
pier supporting a corner of the porch at 
the front of my house have, during the 
last six months, developed a film of green 
‘mould ’’ on the surface. Shortly after 
t first appeared I applied a cement fillet 
to the space between the bottom course 
of bricks and the paving surrounding it 
in the hope that this would prevent rain- 
water running down the sloping surface 
of the paving and causing dampness to 
risé up through the brickwork and bring 
about the discoloration mentioned. This 
expedient brought about no change, 
however. 

Can you tell me what is causing the 
green film on the bricks and suggest a 
means by which the trouble may be over- 
come? I should add that since the recent 
wet weather the bricks on the higher 
courses are becoming affected. W. D. B. 


NATIONAL FEDERATION 
ANNUAL MEETING 


CARDIFF MAN RECOMMENDED FOR 
PRESIDENCY 


Mr. Grorce Tomiinson, Minister of 
Works, is to be the guest of honour of the 
National Federation of Building Trades’ 
Employers at a dinner in the Dorchester 
Hotel, London, on Wednesday, January 
29, the eve of the Federation’s annual 
meeting. : 

The Council of the Federation is recom- 
mending that Mr. E. J. Smith, of Cardiff, 
the present senior Vice-President, be 
elected President of the Federation for 
next year, and that the four vice-presi- 
dents provided for under the amended 
constitution shall be Mr. F. M. Sleeman, 
of the South-Western Federation; Mr. 
Norman Longley, of - the Southern 
Counties’ Federation; Mr. J. S. Gal- 
braith, of the London Master Builders’ 
Association, and Mr. R. O. Lloyd, 0.B.E., 
of the Liverpool Federation. 

Mr. L. A. Gerrard, of Manchester, the 
present honorary treasurer, is being 
recommended for re-election. 





To Visit America. 7 

The Building Societies Association will 
be represented by Sir David Smith, J.P., 
at the 54th nnual Convention at 
Milwaukee of the United States Savings 
and Loan League, 
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ADHESIVES FOR WOOD 


FOREST PRODUCTS RESEARCH 
BULLETIN 


A BULLETIN on this subject* has been 
prepared by the Forest Products Research 
Laboratory at the request of the Adhesive 
Makers’ Panel, an informal body created 
early in 1945 to develop collaboration be- 
tween industry and the laboratory. The 
booklet gives information on the duties 
that glues have to perform and the pur- 
poses for which the various adhesives are 
best suited. The methods of using glues 
are outlined, but a description of the 
machinery commonly employed has been 
omitted as being outside the scope of the 
bulletin. 

Adhesives for wood are. classified into 
seven types according to their origin and 
the basic materials from which they are 
made, namely, animal glues, blood 
albumen, casein, sodium silicate, soya- 
bean derivatives, starch derivatives, and 
synthetic resins. Before the properties of 
these seven types are described, a brief 
account is given of the manner in which 
they form joints or set, and various terms 
used in gluing are defined and their sig- 
nificance explained. 

Some information is given on composite 
and extended adhesives such as casein- 
blood albumen mixes and the urea resins 
to which flour has been added. A short 
paragraph deals with the value of toxic 
additions to glues of organic origin. 

The most prevalent cause of failure of 
glues, and one often difficult to track 





* “ Forest Products Research Bulletin No, 20— 
Requirements and Properties of Adhesives for 
Wood” : H.M.S.O., price 6d. 
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down, is stated to be incorrect manage- 
ment by the user—management including 
such variables as mixing, application and 
pressing operations. The user and the 
maker of glues must collaborate if the best 
results are to be obtained, for successful 
gluing depends on both the adhesive and 
the technique. 


NEWS ITEMS 


Building Science Abstracts. 

In our issue for October 4, 1946, the 
price of Building Science Abstracts, Nos. 
1697-1865, published by the Department of 
Scientific and Industrial Research, was 
incorrectly stated to be 7s. 6d. The price 
of these abstracts is 1s. 6d. 


“Britain Can Make It” 
Arrangements. 

The following arrangements have been 
made for the" Britain Can Make It”’ 
Exhibition during Christmas and the 
New Year: The Exhibition will be open 
on Christmas Eve, Tuesday, Decem- 
ber 24, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Boxing 
Day, Thursday, December 26, from. 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; and on New Year’s 
Eve, Tuesday, December 31. from 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 


Christmas 


A London Dinner. 

The annual dinner of Messrs. Taylor 
Woodrow, Ltd., building and engineering 
contractors, took place on Monday, 
December 9, at Grosvenor House, Park- 
lane, London, W.1. Mr. Frank Taylor was 
in the chair. Toasts were proposed to 
“His Majesty’s Government The 
Guests’ and “The Company,” and the 
chairman, responding to the latter, said 
that since the earliest days of the firm he 
had ever been conscious of the value of 
the team spirit and support of every mem- 
ber of the staff, both in the executive and 
administrative sections and on the site. 
That co-operation had been a major factor 
in the firm’s rise to success. 


Building Firm’s Sports Club. 

A comprehensive sports club run by a 
joint committee representative of em- 
ployers and employees has been organ- 
ised at the firm of Messrs. C. H. Coates, 
Ltd., building contractors, of Davis-road, 
Surbiton, Surrey. Particular success has 
been enjoyed by the football team, which 
has reached the third round of the Surrey 
Junior Cup. The team has played other 
matches and so far is unbeaten. Other 
building contractors, within reasonable 
distance, running a football team are 
asked to contact the club with a view to 
arranging a fixture. Pes 


Lead in Building. 

A paper entitled ‘‘ A Review of Lead in 
Building ” was read by Mr. H. C. Harris, 
F.R.S.A., M.R.San.J., R.P., Technical 
Adviser to the Lead industries Develop- 
ment Council, at the Royal Sanitary Insti- 
tute recently, to the London Centre 
of the Institute of Plumbers. Mr. R. J. 
Audrey, past-president of the Institute of 
Plumbers, was in the chair. Lead, said 
the lecturer, had deservedly acquired a 
reputation as one of the most permanent 
of metals, but owing to the increased 
severity of modern conditions of service, 
and the higher standard of materials now 
generally required, many problems had 
arisen, such as “ fatigue” and “ creep,” 
which had made it necessary to investi- 
gate the properties of the metal, and so 
enable the lead sheet and pipe industry 
to meet the new conditions. He listed 
the main virtues of lead in building as 
being its resistance to corrosion, its dura- 
bility, its flexibility, and the ease with 
which it could be worked, bent and fixed. 
On the question whether lead _or copper 
installations were the cheaper, Mr. Harris 
challenged his audience to show that 
copper was any cheaper except in respect 
of small-diameter pipes in long straight 
runs. 
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A Silver Jubilee. 

His many friends in the trade will be 
interested to know that Mr. James Smith, 
one of the meoteing directors of Langley 
London, Ltd., completed 25 years’ service 
with the firm on November 27. To mark 
the occasion, presentations were made to 
him by his fellow directors and the staff. 


Building Science Exhibition. 

An exhibition of science applied to 
modern building construction organised 
by the Incorporated Association of 
Architects and Surveyors and the Depart- 
ment of Scientific and Industrial 
Research will be held at Caxton Hall. 
Westminster, from January 13 to 18, 
1947, 10 am. to 7 p.m. Papers are 
to be read each evening at 7.30 p.m. 
Admission is free. 


Building Workers for Australia. 

It was announced by the Ministry of 
Labour and National Service and the 
Dominions Office on September 11 last 
that, at the request of the Australian 
Government, it had been decided to 
accept applications from a small number 
of single ex-Servicemen with experience 
in the building trade and civil engineer- 
ing who were desirous of migrating to 
Australia. The first group of 200 men 
have been selected under this arrange- 
ment, and sailed for Australia from 
Tilbury on Sunday, December 1. The 
arrangement agreed with the Australian 
Government covers a total of 600 building 
and civil engineering workers, and the 
remaining are expected to sail early 
in the New Year. 


Copper Supplies. 

Lt.-Col. The Hon. R. M. Preston, 
D.8.0., Chairman of the Council of the 
Copper Development Association, speak- 
ing at the recent annual general meeting 
of the Association, commented on the 
supply position of copper, and said: 
** My own guess is that the present diffi- 
cult supply Cxggger is likely to last for 
a considerable time. The production 
developments taki place in Northern 
Rhodesia are some distance ahead of us, 
and in the meanwhile every ton of 
compas that is produced throughout the 
world is going straight into production, 
and the total is insufficient to meet 
present requirements. I think everyone 
is agreed that this strong demand for 
copper will last for two years or so, until 
the back-log of work that could not be 
undertaken during the war is completed; 
but I believe myself that, far from there 
being any falling off in the demand for 
copper when deferred work has been 
completed, the curve of consumption of 
copper: is likely to continue steadily 
upwards.” 


Aluminium Products. 

“‘ Owing to the increase in the price of 
virgin aluminium which became effective 
on September 9 last, and to further in- 
creases*in production costs which have 
taken place during recent months, prices 
for raw and fabricated aluminium pro- 
ducts have had to be adjusted accord- 
ingly,” states a notice recently issued by 
the British Aluminium Co., Ltd., Salis- 
bury House, London Wall, E.C.2. 

The new prices apply to all materials 
despatched on and after September 
16:| Raw aluminium “products, virgin 
aluminium alloy mats, virgin aluminium 
hardeners, Fg aluminium and alu- 
minium rolling slabs, extrusion billets 
and wirebars. Fabricated aluminium 
products, sheet, coiled strip and 
circles, extrusions, drawn sections, tubing 
and wire, hot rolled rod, slugs, ete., in 

ure aluminium, ‘aluminium-mapganese 
tBA.60) alloy, and certain other alloys. 

The announcement, states: “‘ With the 
new price structure for all standard pro- 
ducts, users of aluminium are en- 
oma to order materials in the largest 
possible quantities to take full advantage 
of minimum prices and discounts.” 
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A Firm’s Golden Jubilee. 

A profusely illustrated booklet com- 
memorating the golden jubilee of Messrs. 
Ronuk, Ltd., sanitary polish manufac- 
turers, of Portslade, Sussex, has recently 
come to hand. The booklet describes the 
growth and development of the firm from 
its earliest days and explains “ Ronuk”’ 
as an anglicised form of a word which in 
various eastern tongues means brilliance, 
splendour or magnificence. 


Welsh Industries Fair. 

A Welsh Industries Fair will open on 
New Year’s Day, 1947, and continue 
until the following Tuesday (January 7) 
at the Royal Horticultural Halls est- 
minster. Organised by the National 
Industrial Development Council of 
Wales and Monmouthshire, the scope of 
the exhibits will be very wide and will 
include a large proportion of consumer 
goods from the ac industries now 
established in the Principality. Amo 
exhibits of non-consumer goods wil 
be switchgear, conveyors, drop-forging 
plant, etc. 


Protection of Buildings. 

Devoted to technical problems relating 
to the protection and maintenance of 
buildings, the first number of ‘ Building 
Topics,” published by Messrs. Tretol, 
Ltd., North End-road, London, N.W.11, 
has recently been issued. It is intended 
to publish the periodical ey in 
October, January, April and July, and 
this first copy contains informative notes 
on concreting and bricklaying in cold 
weather, building topics from abroad 
and the “ Britain Can Make It” Exhibi- 
tion. A Tretol Technical Inquiry Bureau 
which invites questions on the mainten- 
ance and protection of buildings will 
doubtless prove an interesting feature. 
Copies of the publication are available on 
application to the firm. 
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Plumbers Merchants’ Associations. 

Speaking at the annual meeting of the 
British Pedaraiien of Plumbers Mer- 
chants’ Associations, Mr. W. 8S. Shirra, 
the president, said that the Distri- 
butors_ of Builders’ Supplies Joint 
Council, of which the Federation was a 
constituent member, had prepared a 
very carefully considered folio of written 
evidence for submission to the Simon 
Committee inquiring into the costs and 
methods of distribution of building 
materials. In the written evidence, due 
regard has been given to the following: 
(1) Preparation of composite articles 
to facilitate planned distribution; 
(2) science of distribution and technical 
knowledge ained by experienced 
merchants; (3) knowledge of local 
demands, conditions and regulations; 
(4) service rendered to the building and 
plumbing industries. 


Request to Minister of Health. 

The House Building Industries’ Stand- 
ing Committee have resolved, as a 
result of the examination of costs of the 
prototype houses recently built under 
their auspices, and the _ considered 
estimates for the building of 50 pairs of 
houses of similar standards, to request 
the Minister of Health to grant permis- 
sion for the Committee to arrange for 
the building of approximately 10,000 
houses. The majority of houses, say 
the Committee, would be of 1,000 ft. 
superficial area and the price £1,400 per 
house or proportionate according to the 
superficial area. The Committee also 
request that the price shall not inelude 
the value of land, roads, sewers, and 
other main services, the price for which 
shall be agreed with the local authority. 
Among the evidence which has con- 
vineced the Committee that the time is 
appropriate to build a percentage of 
houses of this standard are letters from 
the public and the results of a question- 
naire circulated to visitors to the already 
completed prototype houses. 


THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


Glasgow.—Corporation to erect Community 
Centre at Brookburn-rd.—Extensions at Loch- 
burn-rd. to be carried out by the Kelvin Con- 
struction Co., Ltd. 

Lanark.—Agriculural Engineering Works to be 
erected at ‘St. Leonards-rd., by Daniel Ross, 
Newhouse Garage & Engineering Works. 


Mossend.—Offices proposed for the Clyde 
Crane & Engineering Co., Ltd., for which the 
architects are Cowie & Miller, 45, Cleland-rd., 
Wishaw. 

Motherwell and Wishaw.—Dean of Guild 
Court aig plans for housing scheme at 
Logans-rd., North Motherwell, at £250,000, and 
housing scheme at Greenhead-rd., Wishaw, at 

Shotts.—Factory to be erected by the Spring- 
bank Quarry & Co., Ltd., Carnwath. 

Uddingston.—Housing scheme proposed, for 
which the architect is William Newcombe 
Wright, Fire Station House, 164, Bishopsgate. 
London. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open, but not im- 
cluded in this list, see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (t) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


DECEMBER 18. 
t*Sherborne R.D.C.—79 houses in 9 districts. 
C. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by January 27. 
DECEMBER 19. 
+*Biggleswade R.D.C.—46 houses at 4 sites. 
C. Dep. £2 2s. 
DECEMBER 22. 
Glendale R.D.C.—Roads and sewers and 10 
houses at Phillip’s-ct., Lowick. C., 17, Bond- 
gate Without, Alnwick. Dep. £2 2s. 





















ic @s 
tion ; 
ical 
need 
ocal 
ons} 
and 


ty 
h- 
n- 











December 13 1946 


an ae U.D.C.—30 houses at Southcott site. 
A. Rolls (L.), F.8.L, 15, Bridge-st., Leigh- 
ia Buzzard. Dep. £2 2s. 


DECEMBER 23. 

Chadderton U.D.C.—7 south aspect houses 
at Melbourne-st. site. F. W. Pexton, (L.), Town 
Hall. ae S- 

Forres T.C.—Work in various trades for 32 
houses at Fleurs-pl. No. 3 site. T.C. Dep. £3 3s. 


DECEMBER 24. 
_ Fareham U.D.C.—72 houses at Winnard’s 
Copse site, Barnes-la., Sarisbury. E. and S 


Dep. £2 2s. 
DECEMBER 27. 

Buckingham R.D.C.—Site works and erec- 
tion of 16 Airey houses at Seats Claydon. 
F. T. Jennings, 8. Dep: £1 

*Caine and Chippenham R. D. .C.—16 houses at 
Martins Croft, Colerne. Walter Rudman and 
Edwards, Chartered _ Agentrente. Market-pl., 
Chippenham. Dep. 

Carmarthen R.D.C. 5 | at two parishes. 
G. G. Thomas, S., 13, Spilman-st., Carmarthen. 
Dep. £3 3s. : 

Ealing T.C.—Repairs and conversion 
flats of 3, Hamilton-rd. B.E. Dep. £2 2s 


DECEMBER 28. 

Caerphilly U.D.C.—170 houses at Beddau 
North site. A. Rogers, E. and 8S. Dep. £5 5s. 

Clitheroe R.D.C.—18 houses with roads, foot- 
paths, sewers, mains, etc., at Avenue-rd., Hurst 
Green. Samuel Taylor, Son and Platt (F.L. and 
A.), 22,. Nicholas-st., Burnley. Dep. £2 2s 

Liverpoo| T.C.—Lavatory accommodation at 
Smithdown-rd. Hospital. City A. and Director 
of Housing. Dep. £2 2s. 

Mitford and Launditch R.D.C.—12 houses at 


2 sites. H. oy ay 4a, Market-pl., East Dere- 
ham. Dep. £2 
DECEMBER 30. 
Brighton Oe ee ge at 162, Marine 


Parade. B.E. and 8. Dep. £3 3s. 

Essex C€.C.—Adaptations and redecorations at 
The a Coe escent Home. County A. 

*Harrow U.D.C.—5 pairs of houses at Wood- 
lands po By Stanmore, E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 

Kerrier R.D.C.—34 houses and 2 bungalows at 
3 sites. Sweet and Snellgrove, Quantity Sur- 
veyors, 26, Coinagehall-st., Helston. Dep. £2 2s 

Rushden U.D.C.—120 houses at Higham-rd. 
estate. 8. Dep. £2 2s. 

Wells-next-the-Sea ¥. D.C.—20 houses at 
Northfield-la. R. O. Bond (F.), Mountergate, 
Norwich. Dep. £1. 

Wembley T.C.—164 houses with drainage and 
necessary site works at Fryent estate, Church- 
la. Boro’ Treas. Dep. £1 1s 

t*West Ham E.C.—Erection of Trade School 
for Girls at Deanery-rd., Stratford. T. E. North 
(F.), Boro’ A. and Planning Officer. Dep. £2 2s. 

Wymondham U.D.C.—(1) 9 pairs of houses at 
Silfield ; (2) extension of water and sewer mains 
at Silfield ; (3) extension of water and sewer 
mains at Middleton-st. R. O. Bond (F.), 
Mountergate, Norwich. Dep. £1. 


DECEMBER 31. 

Cowbridge R.D.C.—98 houses at 3 sites. E. 
re a A.), 12, Dunraven-pl., Bridgend. Dep. 

3 oe 

Liverpool T.C.—Technical library, museum 
building at William Brown-st. City A. and 
Director of Housing. Dep. £2 

Northumberland Aged bebnenisetnors? Homes 
Association.—18 houses at North Seaton-rd., 
Ashington. E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. : 

Uxbridge U.D.C.—58 houses at Church Hill, 


Harefield. W. L. Eves (F.), 54, High-st., 
Uxbridge. Dep. £2 2s. 

‘ JANUARY 1. 
Brighton C.B.—100 houses _ at es 6 
estate, Coldean. D. J. Howe, M.LC.E., B.E 


and S. Dep. £3 3s. 

Salop C.C.—Conversion of Trench Hall, near 
Wem, into residential sehool, A. G. Chant (F.), 
County A., 5, Belmont, Shrewsbury. Dep. £2 2s. 


JANUARY 2. 

Dublin.—Site works and erection of build- 
ings for 100-bed hospital at Delville, Glasnevin. 
J. R. Boyd Barrett ee Geen 61, 
South Mall, Cork. Dep. £10 1 


JANUARY 3. 

*Ealing T.C.—3 blocks of Duplex flats at 
South- seek Northolt estate, Ruislip-rd. C. W. 
Seddon, M.Inst.C.E., B.E. Dep. £3 3s. 

JANUARY 6. 

Newtown and Lianidioes R.D.C.—12 houses 
at Llandinam Walter B. Bond, F.S.I., Colmore- 
chbrs., 3, Newhall-st., Birmingham 3. Dep. 


£2 2s. y 
Paver R.D.C.—Public convenience at North- 


JANUARY 8, 
Bath T.C. — 36 dwellings - einer estate, 
site No. 1. City E. Dep. £2 
JANUARY ry 
_*Newmarket R.D.C.—114 Airey houses at 8 
sites. L. I. Cockerham, Chartered Architect, 


Council Offices. 
JANUARY 13. 
*Blackwell R.D.C.—52 houses at Langwith 
Junction, Derbys. Architect and Housing 





into. 
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00, Chesterfield- 


Saperiabenten, * Dale Close,” 
Dep. £2 2s 


, South, Mansfield, Notts. 
Cheshunt U.D.C.—3 houses at Hammond- 
street-rd. E. and 8. Dep. £2 * 
*Weymouth and Melcombe gis T.C.—15 
houses and 16 flats off Benville- a sf E. and § 


Dep. £2 2s. 
JANUARY 14, 
Bray (Eire) U.D.C.—78 dwellings. Town Hall. 
Dep. £10 10s 
Stepney B.C.—333 flats and 52 houses at 


Bancroft-rd. housing scheme, Contract No. 648. 
bag - comes (F.), M.Inst.M. &C.E., B.E. &§. 


Dep. 
JANUARY 15. 

*Essex C.C.—(1) Alterations and redecorations 
at Youth Centre, Old Rectory, -Wicken 
Bonhunt, nr. Newport; (2) dining-room and 
kitchen hutments at Youth Centre, Felstead 
County Primary School; (3) additional lavatory 
accommodation at Hornchurch North-st. County 
Primary School. County A. 


JANUARY 18, 
*Melksham U.D.C.—38 houses dD HU 


McKerchar, A.M.Inst.C.E., E., S. and Archi- 
tect, Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
JANUARY 19. 
Chorley R.D.C.—20 houses at two sites. W 
Groves. Dep. £2 2s. 
JANUARY 20. 
*Harrow U.D.C.—18 houses at waetnat 
estate, Stanmore. E. and 8. Dep. £2 


JANUARY 22. 
Hackney B.C.—88 dwellings at Shacklewell- 
rd., No. 1 contract. B.E. and S. and Director 
of Housing Development, Town Hal’. Dep. 


2s. 
JANUARY 23. 
*Worcester T.C.—10 houses, Ronkswood, New- 


town-rd. No. 1 a. ee City E., 22, 
Bridge-st. Dep. £5 
NO DA 


Devizes T.C.—38 house ae ‘Brickey- la. estate, 
scheme 7 o B.S. Dep. £3 3s. 

ing C.—22 houses at 3 sites. H. A. 

_ isn Brnige st., Leighton Buzzard. Dep. 


MISCELLANEOUS 
DECEMBER 138. 
t+Smethwick T.C.—Demolition of 
shelters. B.E. and 8S. Dep. £2 2s. 
DECEMBER 23. 
Walsall C.B.—Demolition and clearance of 60 
brick shelters. B.E. and S. Dep. £1 1s 


DECEMBER 30. 
*Lewes T.C.—Demolition and 
C.D. structures. B.S. and E 


JANUARY 1, 
Fulham B.C.— Demolition of 3 systems of 
trench shelters. B.E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 


70 trench 


removal of 
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PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


DECEMBER 31. 
Durham C.C.—County E. and 8. 


JANUARY 10. 
Norfolk C.C.—County § 


JANUARY 11. 
Dorset €.C.—County S 


JANUARY 15. 
Goole T.C.—B.E 


JANUARY 18. 
East Suffolk C.C.—County 8S 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


DECEMBER 23. 
Failsworth U.D.C.—Foul and surface water 
sewers at Lord-la. E. and 8S. Dep. £1 1s. 
Hove T.C.—Roads a saneny at Sunninghfll: 
estate. BS. Dep. £3 


DECEMBER 24. 

Fareham U.D.C.—Roads, sewers and small. 
sewage disposal works at Winnard’s Copee, 
Barnes-la., Sarisbury. E. and 8. Dep, £2 2. 

DECEMBER 27. 

Ashbourne R.D.C.—Sinking of borehole. S 

Crayford U.D.C.—Koads and_ séwers © at. 
Colyers-la. E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 


Gt. Yarmouth C.B.—Roads and sewers at 
Magdalen College estate. B.E. 


DECEMBER 28. 

East Barnet 'U.D.C.—Culverts,, sewers and: 
roads at Cockfosters estate. E. and 8. Dep. £2. 

Newmarket R.D.C.—Roads and footpaths at 
8 sites. L. I. Cockerham (L.), Council Offices. 
Dep. £3 3s. 

Northallerton U.D.C.—Roads on sewers at 
Bullamoor-rd., sites Nos. 1 and 2 OC. Dep. 
& 7%. 

Whickham U.D.C. —1,252 yds. of concrete pipe 
sewers of 15 in. to 39 in. dia. and 36 yds. of. 
steel pipe sewer of 15 in. dia., removal of exist- 
ing sewers and manholes and construction of 
outfall works in River Team. Sandford, Faw- 
cett and ge g 53, Victoria-st., Westminster, 
S.W.1. Dep. £5 


DECEMBER 30. 

Bucks Water Board.—Laying of approx. 
4,000 yds. of 3-in. asbestos pipes in various 
parishes. BE. and Manager, 22, Walton-st., 
Aylesbury. Dep. £2 2s. 

Gravesend T.C.—Roads and sewers at 
Christian Fields-ave. site. B.E. and 8S. Dep- 

2s. 

Monmouth R.D.C.—Provision and laying of 
water mains at .the Narth, nr. Trelleck. 
Thomas and Morgan and Partners, 23, Gelli- 
wastad-rd., Pontypridd. Dep. £3 3 

Oldbury T.¢.—Roads and sewers, ine estates. 
B.S. Dep. £2.2s. 

Watford R.D. G.—Service road and subsidiary 
works at Watford-rd., Radlett. Council Officés. 


Dep. £1 1s 
DECEMBER 31. 
Prescot U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at 
“ Bryer” estate. E. and S. Dep. £2 2s. 
JANUARY 1. ; 
Hertford R.D.C.—Preparation of site at Hert- 
ford Heath. C. Dep. £3. 
JANUARY 3. 
Cannock R.D.C.—Roads and sewers. E. and 
S. Dep. £2 2s. 


Cardiff T.C.—Construction of water main from 


Pear Tree depot to Sweldon Cross-rd., Ely. 
Water E. and ae st Dep. £2. 

Mountain Ash D.C. — Roads, footways, 
sewers, —— -» at Buarth Capel site. E. and 8. 


Dep. 
JANUARY 7. 
Lleyn R.D.C.—Sewerage and sewage disposal 
works at Chwilog, nr. Pwllheli. Richards and’ 


Dumbleton, engineers, Cornwall-bldgs., 45, 
Newhall-st., Birmingham, 3. 
JANUARY 8. 


Birmingham T.C.—Construction of approx. 
6,150 lin. yds. of brick and concrete stonewate 
pipe and concrete tube foul and —— water 


<n etc., at Bartley Green. City E. Dep: 
x2 

Gloucester T.C. — Reconstruction of %&. 
Oswald’s-rd. and Estcourt-rd. City S.and Water 
E. Dep. £3 3s. 


JANUARY 9. 
Oundle and Thrapston R.D. C.—Roads and 
sewers in 4 parishes. Pick, Everard, Keay and’ 
Gimson, Se. 6, Millstone-la., Leicester. 


Dep. £2 
JANUARY 10. : 
Westmorland C.C.—Tar and bitumen spraying 
of roads.. County S 
JANUARY 13. 


Belfast City and strict Water 
missioners.—Construction of aqueduct; 53 7 
internal dia, and approximately 44 miles 
length. Secretary, Water Office. Dep. £10. 


Cor 
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Fas ase U.D.C.—Sewe manholes, eto. 
I. Cotterell Pog "Gon, engineers, &, 
Victoria. st., Westminster, 8.W.1. Dep. 23 3s. 
Winchester R.D.C.—Construction and main- 
tenance of ape 11 miles of cast-iron and 
stoneware pipe sewers, etc. Lemon and Blizard, 
Lansdowne House, Castle-la., Southampton. 


Dep. £5 5s. 
JANUARY 15. 
Stoke-on-Trent T.C.—Culverting of Breok- 
<ourses. City E. Dep. £3 (Treasury notes}. 


JANUARY 23. 
Worcester T.C.—Roads and ogy at Ronikss- 
wood estate No. 2. City E. Dep. £ 


Beverley R.D.C. Supply = laying of approx. 
,410 lin. yds. of, 3 in, dia. water mains, etc., at 
Lockington. J. H. Haiste, M.I.C.E., 
sq., Woodhouse-la., Leeds, 2. Dep. £3 
Chatham .T.C.—Roads, sewers, “a at 
Wayfield estate. B.E. and S§. Dep. £3 3s. 
*Lancaster County Mental Hospital.—Con 
struction of reinforced concrete underground 
pipe ducts. A. V. Wale, Clerk and Steward, 
County Mental Hospital, Lancaster. Dep. £5 5s. 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the advertisement pages of this 
and previous issues. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Camberwell.—Hovustne.—L.C.C. have agreed 
‘to the use by the B.C. of the following sites for 
housing purposes: Site D, Sydenham-hill, Herne 
Hill site; site at corner of Green- dale and 
Champion- -hill. 

Chariton.—Hovsinc.—The Greenwich B.C. 
propose to purchase a 3-acre site in Victoria- 
way and Ellis-mews for housing purposes. 

Ealing.—ScHoots.—_Two primary schools are 
2 be built at Downe Manor and Islips Manor 

lans prepared by Middlesex County Council 
bo al 

Enfield. — Schoo. Extensions. — Middlesex 
‘County Architect has prepared plans for the ex- 
tension of four schools at an estimated cost of 
£22,967. 

Greenwich.—F.Ats.—B.C. are to apply to the 
L.C.C. for sanction to borrow £21,772 to erect 
24 flats on the East Mascalls (Extension) 
Housing Site. 

Kensington.—Hovsinc.—The Finance Com- 
mittee have been requested to submit a special 
estimate for £35,800 to cover the cost of 
acquiring a 1%- co area known as the West- 
bourne-gr. and Denbigh-st. site. The acquisi- 
tion of this site will enable the council to extend 
‘southwards the redevelopment being undertaken 
in connection with the Portobello-st. scheme. 

St. Panoras.—Hovsine.—B.C. have received 
from the L.C.C. permission to develop the 
Harrington-sq. site by the erection of a block 
of flats. 

St. Pancras.—Hovsine.—L.C.C. have granted 
the B.C. permission to use the Goldington-st. 
site for housing purposes. 

Stepney.—Fiats.—B.C. are shortly to invite 
tenders for the erection of 333 flats and 52 
eg on the Baneroft-rd. housing site, Mile 


4, Queen- 


nd. 
Wood Green.—Factory.—Messrs. Archibald 
Leitch and Partners, 66, Victoria-st., S.W.1, are 


the architects for a factory for Messrs. Barratt 
and Co., Ltd., Mayes-rd. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Barrow-in-Furness.—Lister & Co., Ltd., Man- 
ningham Mills, Bradford, propose factory at 
Bridgegate Roose, at £380,000. 

Blackburn.—T.C. to erect 150 permanent pre- 
fabricated houses at Philips-rd. and 100 at 
Burnley-rd. 

Blackpool.—R. Fielding & Sons, Stanhope-rd. 
‘Works, propose 60 houses at Collins-av. 

Bradford.—J. Newbould & Son, Ltd., propose 
sites to works at Dick-la. 

Bromsgrove.—Worcs E.C. propose 
room at Waatker End school. 

Chapel-en-le-Frith. —R.D.C. to negotiate with 
private buijders for erection of houses at 
‘Charlesworth, Chapel and Batham-gate. 

Coat bridge.—' .C. to negotiate with Jas. 
Millar’ & Partners, Ltd., for erection of 300 ‘‘ No 
Fines” houses at Brownshill Farm site. 

Consett.—U.D.C. propose 250 “‘ Cussin” type 
houses. 

Doncaster.—Briggs Motor Bodies, Ltd., pro- 
pose factory at Milethorn-rd. 

Droitwich.—Worcs E.C. propose nursery and 
secondary modern school, also modernisation of 
Winnetts-la._ school. 

Durham.—Factory to be built at Aycliffe, for 
Black & Anderson Ltd. ° Architects: Carding- 
me & whantore. The College, Durham. 

urham.—R.D.C. to carry out further hous- 
om schemes at Framwellgate Moor, Broomside, 
Bearpark, Shincliffe, Ludworth, Morley-crescent, 
Coxhoe, Croxdale and Leamside. J. Gray, 
®Byland Lodge, Durham, is Housing Architect. 


dining- 
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Eastbourne.—Plans prepared for adaptation 
of buildings to form extensions at Princess 
ge dv gy 

la — o submit layout plan for 
42 houses end flats at Tor View-av., to 
for approval, to be erected by D. R. Dunthorn 
& Son, Ltd., on be f T.C. 

Horsforth.—U.D.C. approved: Houses at 
Brownberrie-av. and Brownberrie- dr., for F. M. 
Herbert, G. = Shipley (L.), architect, 55, Park- 
la., Leeds ; houses, yy urn-gdns., and Spring- 
field-rise, tor Mitche 1 & Co. (Builders), Lid., 4, 
Victoria-mount ; gar- 
age, New-rd. olan pre rl EE a Ltd. ; 





factory at Kerry Quarry, for A. Mirfield, 14, 
King Edward-av. 
Hull.—Comet Radio Services, Ltd., propose 


offices and works at George-st. 

Keighley.—T.C. approved: Machine shop and 
stores at Park-la., for Heaton & Flint, 
warehouse at Scolt-st., for Smith & Metcalfe, 
Ltd.; offices, workshop and store at Bradford- 
rd., Riddlesden, for Robinson & Nowell. 

Lichfield.—Edward Johns & Co., Ltd., propose 
additions to works at Armitage. Plans by Wood, 
Goldstraw & Yorath (F/A), Victoria- bidgs., 
Station-rd., Tunstall, Stoke-on-Trent. 

Maltby.—Cook & Culling (A.), Market-st., 
ne sey i are Bey for factory, for 
Byford & cx ., Abbey-la.,, Leicester. 

Manches NG: approved: Alterations to 
offices at Dickinson-st., for Paramount Film 
Services, Ltd.; additions to showrooms at 
Police-st. and Deansgate, for Kendall, Milne & 

. (Harrods), Ltd.; commercial garage at 
Fairfield-st., Ardwick, for Claribel Motors (Ard- 
wick), Ltd. ; offices and additions to haulage 
depot, Travis-st. and Boardman-st., for Carter, 
Paterson & Co., Ltd., 150, Goswell- ‘rd., London. 
E.C.1; additions to factory, Monsail- st. and 
Woolley-st., Cheetham, for Wm. Briggs, Ltd. ; 
additions ‘to works, Sparkle- st. and Lomas- st., 
for Southerns, Ltd. 

Manchester.—E.C. propose: primary schools 
at Blackley neighbourhood unit and at Booth 
Hall estate. T.C. approved dining-room and 
kitchen at Ladybarn Municipal school, Parrs 
Wood-rd., Withington, and dining-room_ and 
kitchen at Birchfields Municipal school, Birch- 
fields-rd., Rusholme, for E.C.; factory at 
Oldham-rd. for G. Greenhalgh and Sons, 16, 
Kennedy-st., Cooper-st. ; garage and repair 
workshop at Albion-st.. Miles Platting, for 
Newton (Ironfounders), Ltd. ; workshop, office 
and store at Crescent- rd., Chorlton-cum-Hardy, 
for Hampson and Kemp; “factory and ‘ey. 4 
at Rusholme-rd., Chorlton-upon-Medlock, for 











DIAMOND 
GRINDING 


for use on granite, hardgrit 
stones and reconstructed stone. 


The type ST.80 equipment comprises electric motor 
heavy duty flexible shaft an ; 
porn fd ay. and type RD/WF handpiece 
The 6in. dia. Diamond Head will grind dead flat from an 
axed or rough-sawn granite surface at the rate of 1 sq. ft. 
in2 minutes. Tests have proved that wear on the Head is 
negligi after gri 9 9 2, 000 super feet. 

D¢ finish is obt; d by following up with a fine 
c cup 9 wheel fitted to the same hand- 
piece. Final polishing is carried out with a felt pad fitted 
totypeD.6 Handpiece, interchangeable withtypeRD/WF. 
For high speed cutting of hard; stones, type B, 3B Hand- 
piece is available, fitted with 8in. Diamond- -impregnated 
Cutting Tool and adjustable side gauge. 


Demonstration at your Works on request. 
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Type RD/WF Handpiece 
with cup grinding wheel. 





Type D.6 Handpiece 


Type RD/WF Handpiece 








for honing and polishing. 


with 6in. Diamond Head. 
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Dobson and Sons ; canteen at Oldham-rd., Newton 
Heath, for Matt: thew 8 Swain, Ltd. 
Mansfield.—T.C. prepees Highways Depot at 
Great Central-rd.— approved: Gara age and 
iro eonon. Rosemary-st., for ewman 


N ewburn-on-Tyne.—General layout plans_pre- 
pares for trading estate on old Spencer Iron- 
works. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Meat stores to be erected 
at Marlborough-cres., i C. Young, High-st., 
Gateshead. rchitect : M. Lawson, Barras. 
bldgs., Barras Bridge evaebae workshops 
are to be built for J. L. Dockerty, ‘Ltd. Archi- 
tect: R. E. Richardson, 261, Benton-rd., New- 
castle; Tyne Juil & Co., 54-58, Darncreek, to 
alter and improve factory. Architect: C. Solo- 
mon, St. Mary’s-pl., Newcastle. 

Neweastle-on-Tyne.—Newcombe & Newcombe, 
23, Eldon-sq., Newcastle, are architects for pre- 
mises to be erected, when circumstances allow, 
at Warwick-st., for Tyne Taxis, Ltd., 135, 
Sandyford-rd., Newcastle. 3 

Northumberiand.—C.C. to geet with erec- 
tion of five schools, at £250,000. W. W. Tasker, 
County Hall, Newcastle-on- Tyne, is “County A. 

otherha é propose: Extensions at 
South Grove "Secondary Modern school; addi- 
tions at Oakwood Grange for Social Welfare 
Committee.—E.C. propose primary junior and 
infants’ school at East Herringthorpe estate.— 
T.C. approved: Additions at works, Quarry Hill, 
for Vere & Sons; additions to works, Eastwood 
Trading Le Fitzwilliam-rd., for Knowles 
Woodworking, L 

Salford.—Raleigh Cycle Co., Ltd., 
offices at Eccles New-rd., Weaste 

Scarborough h.—Divisional Executive E.C. pro- 
pose school for juniors on Throxenby-la. and 
infants’ school at, Barrowcliff ae also schoo! 
for juniors and infants at New 

Shefheld.—_Samuel Fox and Co, “Ltd., Aughti- 
bridge, propose extensions; G, Axe and Co. 
Ltd., 18, Canning-st., = extensions to 
works; F. E. Hall and Co., Ltd., propose works 
at Bramall-la 

Sunderland.—E.C. approved £50,000 for three 
kitchen dining-rooms for schools and_ three 
nursery schools with icons and serveries, at 
F png Plans by C. A. Murray, E.C. Architect, 
ohn-st. 

West Hartlepool.—Factory to be erected for 
Siemens Bros., London. Architects: Newrick & 
Blackbell, 24, John-st., Sunderland. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally | accepted. 

+ Denotes 7 or 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

{ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 

departments. 

Accrington.—Eight houses at. 
for T.C.: tG. Walsh & Sons, 
wistle. 

Aled.—16 houses at Bettws, for R.D.C. : 
Jones, Abergele. 

Aspatria (Cumberland).—Factory for Hack- 
id & Co.: *E. Taylor & Co., Ltd., Littleborough, 
ancs. 

Blackpool.—32 houses and flats at eoree 
Park estate, for T.C. Hamilton, B.S. : 7. 
Ward & Co., 292, Whitegrate- dr., Biackvocl 
£46,196. 

Brackley.—36 houses at Manor-rd. site, for 
ted *W. & A. Collinson, Britannia-rd., Ban- 
ur, 


Bridgwater. Six houses at Ashcott, for 
R.D *R. M. Smith, Cossington, £7,138 (sub- 
ject ee M.H. approval). 

Brixham.—Six houses 
UBe-: tFoot Brothers. 

Bury.—22 houses at Redvales estate, for T.C.: 
*Bainbridge Bros., Flixton, Lancs. 

Camberwell.—Three pairs of houses at Red 
Post Hill and Casino-av.: *F. Smith & Co. 
(Tottenham), Ltd., 43, Ivor Court. Gloucester- pl., 
N.W.1, £7,685 (subject to M.H. and U.D.C. 
approval). 

Cardiganshire. — Canteen at Tregaron C.P. 
school, for E.C. Rhys Jones (F.), County A., 
County Hall, Aberaeron: *Evans & Edwards, 
Trefelin, Tregaron, Cards, £940. 

Cleator (Cumberiand).—Factory for Cumber- 
land Paper Co., Ltd.: *John Laing & Sons, Ltd., 


propose 





Coniston-av., 
Ltd., Oswaldt- 


*Peter 


off Milton-st., for 


Carlisle. 

Cookham.—Four houses adjoining Whyteladys- 
la., Cookham-rise, for R.D.C.: *R. Harding, 
Cookham, £5,002 


CGwmbran.—20 houses at Clarkville, Pontne- 
wydd, for 4 .: “Federation of Newport 
Master Builders, £24,500 (subject to approval 
of Welsh Board of Health). 
Dagenham.—44 _houses_ at Dagenham-rd. 
estate, for T.C. B.E. & §8.: *The Chelmsford 
Bldg. Co., Ltd. gaa td., Chelmsford. 

Darlington. —Office block at works, for 
Whessoe ee! & ee ei d.: 
*Nox, High-row, Darlingto: 

noe 1 hone at ‘St. Cuthberi’s- rd., for 

H. Aslin, Boro’ A.: *H. . Warner, 

Bistion: rd., Mickleover, Derby. 


Durham.—Five standard Board of Trade fac- 


tories at Sherburn: *W. Moss & Co., St. Mary’s 
pl., Newcastle and London. 
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WecembDer 13 1940 


Easthourne.—Houses for T.C.: 16 at Gas 
Works-rd. site: *Lovells (Eastbourne), Ltd., 13, 
Mill-rd., Eastbourne, £21,805; six at same site: 
*W. Liewellyn & Sons, Ltd., 3, Cornfield-ter., 
Eastbourne, £7,829 (subject to M.H. approval). 

Enfield.—48 flats ue ig at. Northfield- 
1 site, for U.D.C. 8., 7, Little Park- 
gdns., Enfield: *T. H. sit & Co., Ltd., 8a, 
Galliard-rd., Edmonton, N.9. 

Garforth.—42 houses aaa Pies eegpons i 


lert Bywater, Ri -D. 
P cs Y- 2 8.: & C. Leach, Lid., Park- 
la., Pontefract, 2a, 367 (subject to M.H 


roval 
approval). sctory at North Eastern my 
Estate, for Armstrong Cork Co., Ltd.: R. 


Rutherford & Sons, Jesmond-rd., ae 
‘Greenwich. —24 flats at East Mascalls (Exten- 


sion) housing bee for B.C.: 

D. P. O'Donnell & Co. et «-- £35,000 
John Blade (Builders), it eae ws. 90,134 
E. J. Lacy & Co. we. 29,473 
Scanlons ow: Skilton & Son, Lid.) «» 29,451 
Rowley Bros., Lid. ... 26,361 
Mizen & Woodford ... 25,987 
A. Roberts & Co., L 24,488 
Marbeck Property & Development, Ltd. 24,062 
Richardson’s Plasterers, Ltd. 23,975 
Campbell & McGill, 7d... 23,772 
oe & Son ... Py 


Yat ly & Sc 161/165, ‘Queen’s-rd., 
“A, - Connolly y on, aie 
(Subject to necessary ‘consents.) 

.—8 Roeses at Wentworth Hall estate, 

Pe SC. *H. all, Ltd., £9,437 (subject to 

M.H. a cami 5 *nouses ‘at Wise-la. estate: 

*Roger Malcolm, Ltd., £13,182; 8 houses at same 
estate: *Basil Gordon, Ltd., £8 200. 

Huddersfield.—32 houses at Dalton, a T.C. 


. Nuttall. (A.), Boro’ A.: *J. Wim & 
&. i Lid., PALE Point, Linthwaite, ud¢ ers- 
field. 


Inverurie.—Work in all trades for 16 four- 
apartment houses at George-sq., for J. 
William W. Connor, Burgh S. Builder: ‘Don 
(Contractors), Ltd., Inverurie, £7,830; corme- 
ters: *Grant & Wyness, Inverurie 
plumbers: *James Laing & Sons, beeuaate: 
£2,385; plasterers: *Robert Murdoch, Inverurie, 
£684, and *Paul McPherson & Sons, Inverurie, 


£1,215; painter: *William Koss, Inverurie, £622; 
slater: * Theslie | Gordon, Inverurie, £1,153; elec- 
trician: *Buchan Electrical Supply Co., "Ellon, 


£300. 

Kiveton ae Airey rural type houses on 
nine sites, ior R.D W. M. Gibson, M. 
L.R.1.B.A., R.S. rt. E. oe: : *Serigo, North 
Anston, nr. Sheffield, £95, 

L.¢.¢.—Contract exceeding £2,500 in value 
placed by L.C.C. during period ended December 
4. Wiring and fittings for electric light- 
ing, etc., in block ks 19 to 22, of dwellings on the 
Tulse Hill estate, Lambeth: *Ayr Engineering 
& Constructional ‘Co., Ltd., West India Works, 


r 4. 
gen o o.—24 houses and 12 flats, for T.C. 
*w. RB. ‘Salisbury, Church-cres., Llandudno, 
£33,425. : 
{London  (Admiralty).—Civil Engineer-in- 
Shief’s Department. Portsmouth : Dock- 
yard, ee, pa Wimpey “& Co., 
enham, 

ie a amie ity). — Fareham. H.M.S. 


don 

Collingwood: Heating and hot-water services, 
Messierd, Bailey a pene Ltd., 19, Holden- 

hurst-rd., Bournemou 
London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to the 
value of £500 or over for week ended Decem- 
Le i — building work: A. Monk & Co., 
dgate, Warrington; Henry Kent 
Tid sey Tita. 51, Beacon-rd., Hither Green, 


iLondon (M.o.W.).—Contracts placed by the 
“et W.. for week ended Tt ae f 

Lond Nos. 1, 4, 5. 6 and 7, Ovington-gdns., 
Civil Service Hostel, alterations, Ixworth h (Con- 
tractor). Ltd., 159, ‘Herne Hill, S.E: * Royal 
Mint, E.C., demolition work, Wacket Bros. 
(Demolition), 30, Lake-rise, Ng Essex. 
Barking B.B.C., sites for temp. houses, W. J. 
Cearns, Ltd., Bn Stratford, PP mm g 
Bed Kem m modern. secondary 
kitchen and. dining-room, Samuel Foster, Lid., 









Kempston. Bucks: Westcott, work in connec- 
tion with water mains, The Engineer and 
Manager, Bucks W 22, Walton-st., 
Aylesbury. Ches: Fag! s-rd. 
i temp. building, Bros. (LS.), 

Little Sutton, 1.B.0., 


Desiina, additional 
Trebeck-st., Mayfair, 
—< jiteh on W. 


Soomeait: tore dent edruth, 
ment Corporation, 
i td., 12, 
. Plymouth. 
Automatic Helephone 
compre J. Gleeson, | 
Sheffield. 












+ le adaptations to huts, 
Bartholomew-st., ter. 
ee ge and Fisheries, 
Davey, Ltd., Sunny Cot, 
Dumfriesshire : 





1. 
Moffat, work and Arcon 





THE BUILDER 


houses, John McColl Wells, 28, Barras, ia’ 
maben. Dumbartonshire: Kirkintilloch 
Ninian’s B.C. school, temp. classroo: 
Kirk, Ltd., 39, _ Kilbowie-rd., Uindebanke 
Durham: Seaham’ U.D.C.4, sites and founda- 
tion Aluminium houses, Snowden Bros., Lid, 
Belford-rd., Sunderland. Easington &.D.C.5, 
-_ and foundation Aluminium houses, fRendio 
Back Dunelm, Sunderiand. Essex: 
Tendring R.D.C.1, sites for temp. houses, Hay- 
win, Lid., 37, Pemberley-ave., Bedford. Dagen- 
ham, Warren seccndary modern school, temp. 
building, A N. Coles, Lid., 49, St. Petersburgh- 
i , +34 Wl. Glamorgan: Swansea 
Bor, sites for temp. houses, Kent & Sussex 
Contractors, Ltd., Stelvis Park-dr., Newport. 
Gomaee : Linden-rd. school, temp. building, 
W. J. B. Halls, Ltd., Barton Gates, Gloucester. 
Gloucester, Telephone Manager's Office, temp. 
office accommodation, M. J. Partridge, Birdlip, 
Gioucester. Hampshire: Farnborough R.A.E 
fenestration of “KE” Hangar, Snelling & Ray- 
ment, 262, St esihameae itcham, Surrey. 
Herts: Watford R.D.C.1, Sites for temp. houses, 
Ekins & Co., Ltd., Gt. Northern Works, Hert- 
ford. Kent:: Canterbury, Wincheap County 
school, kitchen and dining-room, 2 1, 
23, Watting-st., Canterbury. Lanarkshire : 
Glasgow and Clydebank, site work and founda- 
tions Aluminium houses, Dougall & Co., Ltd., 
Giasgow-rd., Dumbarton. Glasgow, M/L ‘Annies- 
land, adaptations, W. Guthrie & Co., Ltd.. 10, 
Vernon-ét., Maryhill, Glasgow. Glasgo w, site 
work and Arcon houses, Baillie Bros., 1,  Guarsy- 


rd. = Glasgo 

Lanes een St. Austin’s B.C. school, 
temp. building, "Lucas & Son (Builders), 
Ltd., Eccleston-st., Prescott. Wigan, 
Beech ran school, scull ery and dining-room, 
Leonard Fairclough, Ltd., 3, Chapel-st., Adling- 
a Oldham, St. Mary’s R.C. school, kitchen, 


BE. E. Coleman, Ltd., Waverley-rd., Sale Man- 
chester. Lincs.: Grimsby, Nunsthorpe school, 
canteen, kitchen and  dining-room, M. 


Phillips & Son, Estate-yard, Brigg. Midda: 
Ruislip Manor senior school, temp. building, 
Geo. Moss & Sons, Ltd., Granleigh-wharf, Lady 
Margaret-rd., Southall. Harmondsworth Food 
Store, alterations, Percy Bilton, Ltd., 113, Park- 
st., Mayfair, London, W.1. Kingsbury Green 
senior school, temp. building, Geo. Moss & Sons, 
., .Cranleigh-wharf. — Margaret-rd.. 
Southall. Midlothian: Edinburgh, site work and 
foundation Aluminium houses, James Miller & 
Partners, Lid., 18, George-st., Edinburgh. North- 
umberland: Gosforth U,D.C.2, site work and 
foundation Aluminium houses, Gosforth U.D.C.. 
Council Offices, Gosforth. Renfrewshire: Hole- 
burn, site work and Arcon houses, James Preston 
& Son, Ltd., 26, Inverkip-st., Greenock. Paisley, 
site work and Arcon houses, David R. Gil- 
christ & Co., Ltd., 25. Greenlow-dr., Paisley. 
Roxburghshire: Jedburgh, = work and Seco 
houses, John Crow & Sons, 37, Hadd ington. ol. 
Edinburgh. Shropshire: ean? 
Aluminium houses, Boswell, uae 
Wolverhampton. Somerset: Burnham-on-Sea, 
Post Office qarcloms ‘so erection, s 

& Sons, Ltd., High Bridge-rd., Burn- 
suitor “Stowmarket, Olid Saw 
Mills, concrete road, Haymills (Contractors), 
Ltd.,:10a, ueen-st., Ipswich. Samford R.D.C.1 
sites temp. houses, Haywin, Ltd., 37, p Bete 


SHO ERS 
tiga LOY ERS { ERZA 


The Leading Office for 


Contract 
Guarantee Bonds 


ALSO 
FIRE 


WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION 
PUBLIC LIABILITY 


Channin 











2 











MOTOR 
Etc. Etc. 
Head Office: 
8 KING STREET, MANCHESTER, 2 
London Office: 


23, Lawrence Lane, Cheapside, London, E.C.2 





RICKER 
UBRARY oF ARCHIT reine 


RAR 
mn... 


637 


ave., Bedford. Sussex: Bexhill, Lunsford Brick- 
works, Romney huts, Hoad & Taylor, , Ltd., 4, 

Market-sq. West ie ian: Seafield, "site work 

and Seco houses, & R. Cousin, 24, Hill-st., 

Edinburgh. Yorks: Hoyland Nether | U.D.C.2. 

Ge worse a. ms and sewers, 
ernon Dun Summer-la., Barnsley 
{London 


(War Dept.).—Works contract 
placed by We War +a for week ended November 
30. Woo ee, wee work, Mattock & Par- 

London, W.C.1 


sons, bag 165, Gray's 
A ‘i's ign. Miscellaneous work, 
ing, iow DS. arbridge, Brad- 
aghull, Lancs.—Completion of three blocks 
of oo side State Institution, Maghull: *Green- 
wood Bros. (Builders), Ltd., Longshaw-st., 
Wastiagten. si eo bb 

alvern.—Six @ houses for Worcs C.C. 
L. C. Lomas (F. Comets A., 60, The Tything, 
Weceesans *George aeeEA, Ltd., Alexandra- 

Droitwich, £9,799. 


a = ves Flaw gy for werniowa, Ltd. : 
*John Laing & Sons, Ltd., Carlisle. 
—18 houses, for T.C.: *Jones & 


ontgomery. 
Leach itd. Newtown, Mont. 
Newbiggin (Northumberland). — 11 aged 
miners’ homes for Northumberland Aged Miners’ 
Homes Association: *R. Winter, Felton, North- 
py 

ewburn-on-Tyne.—116 houses at West Den- 
ton Estate, for U.D.C. J. Weatherley, S..: 
Catia OF mee Lemingion *J. Harrison, 

or W. Vickers emington ; 

*J. E. Gardiner, Ltd., Gateshead. . me 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Alterations at Barrack- 
rd., for C. Leech & Co., Ltd. Architects: 
Tasker & Child, 25, New Bridge-st., Newcastle: 
*T. Hutchinson & Co., Elswick-rd., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne, — For 
adaptations at 


ic’ 


alterations and 
actory for Disabled Persons: 
Jackson & Sons, Corporation-st., Newcastle. 
Newton Abbot.—Houses for R.D.C. Four at 
Mount Pleasant, Chudleigh: *G. F. Clarke & 
Son, Kingsteignton, £4,330 (subject to M.H. 
approval) ; jo cs itelangrace : fee. King- 
ignton (negotiated price our at Stoke: 
as Rina B1 Sons, Ltd. >. 
lorham orthumberland).—Houses at Pest 
Ord, Horncliffe and Norham, for R.D.C 
Gardiner, Berwick (in lieu of tender withdrawn), 
North ‘Shields.—50 houses: *J. White (Con- 
af oe Ltd., Dunston-on-Tyne. 
ury.—Five police ~y wey for Worcs C.C. 
L. zy Lomas (F.), County A., The Tything, 
Worcester: *Wm. Cooper & i. (Builders), 
ie. bed sap oy Fiackbeath, Birmingham, £7,427. 
Omagh, ¢ 'yrone.—80 houses and construc. 
tion vende Hor ge sewers, etc., for R.D.C. 22 


, % Mountjoy East: *James Laffin, Lisburn, 
34,490; 12. at Killyclougher: *Alien Bros., 
Omagh, £20, 357; 14 at Liskey: *Grace & Co., 


Ltd., 83, Oldpark- -av., Belfast, £24,758; 20 at 
Coneywarren: *James. Laffin, Lisburn, 235,098 
, eI , Penamene Glebe: *Grace & Co., Ltd 


Portsmouth.—Conversion of manual instruc- 
tion block at Southern Boys’ Grammar school 
into science labs., for E.C.: *Henry Jones 
(Portsmouth), Ltd., Portsmouth, £3,346. 

otherham.. Houses at East. Herringthorpe 
estate, for T.C. Turner, B.E.: *Cooper & 

imber ( a) *G. st Ramsden (12) (both of 


Rutland.—Canteen kitchen at Essendine 
school, for E.C.: *W. J. Richardson, £1,137 
(subject to M.E. approval). 

St. Ceaetane Gab contin at 82, Highgate-rd., 
for B.C.: D. Carter, Ltd., 

St. Pancras. —Works for B.C. 126 flats at St. 
Pancras-way 


Hall, Beddall . & Co., Ltd. £206,856 
L. & W. Whitehead, Ltd. 206,140 
Falkus Bros., Ltd. ai 204,337 
Foster & Dicksee, Ltd. 204,216 
F. & H. F. Higgs, Ltd 201,861 
J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd. 201,400 
F. Troy & Co., Ltd. 201,253 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Lid. 200,984 
a iand Hannen & — Ltd. 200,372 

Miskin & eo Ltd. 199,598 
Stomest & Partners, Ltd. 195,570 
Wm. Moss & Sons, Ltd. 192,059 
Bc Neal, 189,763 


(Subject “to loan sanction from L.C. C.) 
flats at Torriano-av. :— 


Marshall, Andrew & Co., Ltd. £174,341 
Unit Construction Co., “Lid. es .-- 166,137 
Tersons, Builders ... mas .«- 159,780 
Thos. Lowe & Sons, — .. 155,630 
Falkus Bros., Ltd. Sah est 155,322 
Dove Bros., Ltd. seat a Se 154,850 
¢ —. Stee, ie... 153,133 

Higgs, L Ltd. Fe 152,128 
Kirk H ‘Rak 151,842 
Galbraith Bros., Lid.” .950 
Harry al, Lid. 143,500 
*F. Troy & Co., 42,308 


Ltd. 
(Subject to loan sanction from L.O.C. 
— ae at Parson Cross estate ex- 
tension, for Council: *Edmund Oxley 
(Builders). itd (G0), ee ™ “TT. Ls wy ten f10). 


£11,536 

Simpeon (34), £41,044; kg aa Vii (32), 
017 L. Marcroft, (14), £16,396; 

FReamile . & Poole (30), £36,889 
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Shetheld.—Houses for City Council. 24 at 
Crimicar-la.: *Cussins, iy" no 20 at 
Hollybank estate: *F. Day, ; 

ipton.—12 houses at “wheotiands- la. site, 











UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


7,800 


BUILDERS 


are now members of the 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER}: 
BUILDERS 


The Largest Truly Representative 
Organisation in the Industry. 








WE ARE CONCERNED WITH 
YOUR TRADE PROBLEMS 











SUBSCRIPTION £3.3.0 p.a. 
LONDON REGION—37 AREAS. 
And over 50 PROVINCIAL BRANCHES. 


‘Phone or write: 


Secretary: 

23, Compton Terrace, Upper St., N.1 
CANonbury 2041/3. 

The address of your Branch Secretary 

will be forwarded. 





THE BUILDER 
Glusburn, for R.D.C. TT. Yeadon, 8.: *Enoch 
Harrison & Son, Nether Ghyll House, Conon- 


ley, nr. Keighley, £14,911. 

Skipton.—14 houses at Eshton-rd. 
rave, for R.D.C. TT. Yeadon, E. 

indle & Son, East-st., Gargrave, 
£17,645 (subject to M.H. ‘approval). 

.—124 houses at Stoke Poges-la. (East), 
for B.C.: *Camp and Jones, £140,555. 

Si ouses at Stoke a -la. East 
site, for T.C.: *Camps & Jones, Ltd., 116, 
Church-rd., Hayes, £140,556, 

Stalybridge. —76 houses at Beson-la. -» Lon TC. 
P. Howard and A. 8. Benson (AA.), architects, 
88, Mosley-st., Manchester 2: *Greenwoods 
Building Industries, Ltd., Salem Works, Lees- 
rd., 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Houses at Crook’s Barn, 
for Imperial Chemical Industries, Ltd. Archi- 
tects: W. & T. R. Milburn, 17, Fawcett-st., Sun- 
derland: *Norman Thompson, Stonehouse-st., 
ae Middlesbrough. 

tourport.—Four police houses, for Wores C.C. 

L. *e Lomas (F.), County A.: *George Bourne, 
Ltd., Alexandra-av., Droitwich, £6,517. 

Stratford-on-Avon.—14 houses at ys ar 
for R.D.C._ Yorke & Barker (F Cal- 
ne eel Edgbaston, Pe ala Anderson, 
Mobley & Co., Warwick-rd., Stratford-on-Avon. 

Sunderland.—Office additions at ——_ Ship- 

ard, for William Doxford & Sons, Ld.: *D. & J. 

anken, Ltd,, Stockton-rd.. Sunderland. 

Sutton-in-Ashfield. —Alterations and additions 
at Skegby Hall for conversion into Approved 
School, for Notts C.C. E. W. Roberts (A 
County A., Shire Hall, Nottingham: ‘*H. 
Baggaley, Ltd., Baums-la., Mansfield, £10,334. 

Todmorden.—12 I, houses at Ashen- 
hurst site, for T.C.: 


site, Gar- 
8.: *W 


Skipton, 


B.LS. 
*R. Costain & Sons (Liver- 
pool), Ltd., Barlows- la., Fazakerley, Liverpool. 
Wakefield.—<8 houses at +o estate, for 
1. Be Staziker, City E.: *Paul Rhodes, 
ny ae View Works, Cardigan-la., Leeds 4, 


Waterf Eire.—42 timberless type houses at 
Ballytruckle, for Corporation: *H. & A. Hamil- 
= Waterford, £35,659 

est Ham.—116 fats at Tidal Basin site, for 
BC C.: *Direct Labour, £133,969 (subject to M.H. 
approval). 











STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Victeria Works, 
Peint Pleasant, Wandswerth, S.W.18 











Boyle’s -«"*~ Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGIBEERS 
27, JOHN ADAM STREET, ADELPHI, W.6.2 
Tel. : Temple Bar 6858 














December 13 1946 


Weymouth and Meicombe R 
and 12 flats Pg Shortlands-rd., Jpwey, for T.C. 
B.E. & Soe bidgs. : ichards (De- 
velopment, ., Redditch. 

Whitehave: a umberland). — Factory 3 r 
Ennerdale re Co.: *John Laing & Sons, Ltd., 
ri facto for Romney Perambulator Co., 

*Border ngineering Co., Whitehaven. 

USiimaelt —Six houses at Oak Tree site, for 
U.D.C. C. L. Gregson, 8.: *Naylor & Walkden, 
Heath Charnock, nr. Chorl ey. 


is.—24 houses 
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J. HONOUR&SON LID 


JOINERY MANUFACTUR 
BUILDERS and CONTRACTORS 
TRING, HERTS. Tel.: Tring 2074 














tHE ESSEX STEEL 
SCAFFOLDING co. 


SMART'S LANE 


LOUGHTON, ESSEX 
TEL.: LOUGHTON 208 
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phone: WAT.5474 
W.& M.NEGUS,LTD. 


STATION WORKS: KING JAMES ST., SE/. 











GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


BUILDERS 
CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


CAMBERWELL 


34 & 35, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C.1 


LIMITED 


of 


HEAD OFFICE : 


Tel. : CHAncery: 7901-3 

















>» oat oan. Ge Gent be ot em ee 


ee i a 


ee en ae 


2 ost feed oe A Of A Clk a Oe oe 6 ee lo 





